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Welcome!

Welcome to the October issue of
the RiverSafe Homes Reporter — a

publication of the RiverSafe Homes

program brought to you by the

Washtenaw County Office of the OCtOber Issue

Water Resources Commissioner. The weather is getting cooler and soon leaves will be changing and
In the Reporter, you'll find falling from the trees. Those piles of colorful leaves littered all over our
yards and streets make it increasingly important to know where catch
basins are located. Once you know where the catch basins are and the
purpose they serve, it’s easy to understand why it’s important to keep
them clear and clean.

information about issues that effect
the environment and tips you can

incorporate into your daily life as a
RiverSafe homeowner.

When water flows from yards or down streets, it enters catch basins.
These structures are designed to filter out large debris, sediment, and
some pollutants before water head into the drain. If properly
maintained, catch basins help to reduce clogging and flooding and
protect local waterways.

This issue of the RiverSafe Reporter discusses how to properly care for
the catch basins near your property and how to manage leaf litter. For
more information please visit our website:

http:/ / drain.ewashtenaw.org

Catch Basin Leaf Removal Upcoming Events
Care and Disposal and Information
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What 1s a Catch Basin?

A catch basin is a chamber designed to collect stormwater and allow
sediment and debris to settle into the sump. When it rains, water
quickly washes over surfaces such as parking lots, rooftops, and
sidewalks. To prevent flooding, this stormwater is directed towards
catch basins that eventually reach a local waterway. A catch basin
is designed to filter out large debris, sediment and some pollutants
before the water heads into the drain, mainly to reduce clogging and
flooding, but also to protect local waterways. You can help by
reducing the amount of trash and pollutants on the street, as well as
keeping catch basin grates clean.

Catch basin maintenance is typically the responsibility of the
Washtenaw County Water Resources Commissioner’s Office field
staff, the Washtenaw County Road Commission, your local
municipality, or a private business/homeowner. Typical catch basin
maintenance includes two primary activities;

1) Removal of debris from the grate
2) Removal of accumulated sediment in the catch basin

As a homeowner, the best thing you can do is make sure leaves and
other large debris that can easily clog catch basin grates are cleared
away. Simply removing this debris with a rake or broom greatly
reduces the chance of flooding.

Hopefully you’ve already seen catch basin markers or stencils around your neighborhood. Stencils or decals
that promote the message, “Dump No Waste — Drains to the River” serve as a great reminder that only water

belongs in the storm system.

If you would like to add these markers to your property or in your neighborhood, please contact us for more
information. Catch basin labels make a wonderful educational activity for kids clubs, neighborhood
associations, and/or school groups! Call the Water Resources Commissioner’s Office at 734-222-6833.




RIVERSAFE REPORTER OCTOBER 2010

Leaf Removal and Disposal

Cleaning up leaves prevents the clogging of storm Rake it or Leave it
drains, which can lead to neighborhood flooding o
and results in pollutants entering our waterways. - Feed your lawn a healthy diet of leaves by using a

mulching mower! Leaves and grass clippings are
the best fertilizer for you lawn.

- Use paper yard waste bags or an optional compost
cart to handle fall leaves.

- If leaves are raked into the streets for curbside pick-
up, take care to avoid putting leaf piles over the
storm drain and wait until just before collection day.

Check with your local municipality for specifics on how
to manage leaf litter in your neighborhood.

City of Ann Arbor

Ann Arbor’'s fall leaf management program is
transitioning this year, 2010, to weekly collection through
the Compostables program, provided from April through
the end of November. In addition, the city will be
- accepting unlimited, free leaf drop-off from Ann Arbor
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For Your Information
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RiverSate Homes Program

Washtenaw County Water Resources Commissioner’s Office
For more information about this program or other water quality 1ssues,
please contact us!

Meghan Bonfiglio
Senior Environmental Planner WANT
bonfigliom@ ht TO DO MORE FOR
onfigliom@ewashtenaw.org WASHTENAW COUN
Visit our website or ask the Water
Sue Johnson

i ) Resources Commissioner’s Office
Environmental Plannlng Intern about more information on

johnsonse@ewashtenaw.org RiverSafe Homes or the
734.222 6813 Home Owners Handbook.
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