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Welcome!

Welcome to the second issue of the RiverSafe Reporter a
guarterly publication of the RiverSafe Homes program brough
to you by theWater Resourcest | | | EOOET 1 A06 O
will find news, tips and information about water quality issues
that you may be able to incorporate into your daily life.

Keep your eye on yourinbox for each issue of the RiverSafq

. Reporter!
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Tips for Pressure Washing: There are manytechniquesand actions thatyou can take to minimizethe

impact of pressure washing activities on the environmentDisplayed below are a few of these

Use Dry-Cleaning Methods

- Whenever possible, use dry cleaning methods before choosing to pressure wash

A few dry cleaning options are:

1) Absorbents: to soak/clean up oil spots and spills
2) Wire Brushes: to scrape off debris/dirt to be svept
3) Brooms: to sweep up trash/debris/dirt
Surface precleaning is a great way to reduce costs and simplify the wastewate
disposal process. Less water is needed when podeaning is done and there will be
less debris in the wash water to wary about disposing.

Turn Down the Volume

- Minimizing the amount of water used during pressure washing
activities can be accomplished by turning down the pressure leve
After pre-cleaning, less pressure is requiredo remove any stuck on
debris or stains. As a result, there will be lesslebris found in the

wastewater which reduces the likelihood of pollution of the

environment.

Clean Up the Solids

After power washing, any sediment, dirt, or other solids that remain on the ground should b#eaned up
immediately. This is done in order to preventany potential pollutants from blowing or washing away and

entering surface waters.

Collect the dislodged materials and dispose of them in an approved mannefo determine the proper
disposal method you can contact your trash hauler.

Plan ahea

Plan Ahead

Before beginning pressure washing activities it is important to do the
following:

- Identify the specific location where you will be disposingany possible
pollutants (such as paint removal waste) fond in your leftover wash
water.




Managing the Waste Water: After pressure washng you may be left with the wastevater. Bytaking

some easy precautions and following a few stepsyou can safelydispose of your wastavater properly!
Great for theenvironment! See below for these techniques

Temporarily Blocking Storm Drains
This practice is done when a storm drain is in close proximity and the risk of
surface water pollution by debris, and/ or other toxic products is a possibility.

In order to contain wastewater runoff and prevent it from entering
surface waters, it is useful to temporarily cover storm drains.
Afterwards, water canthen be pumped ordiverted from the storm

drain into a sanitary sewer system.

Be sure to remove any debris and always reopen the storm drain ong
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Water Diversion

Another alternative is to divert the wash water into a nearby
lawn or other vegetated area. This allows the water to filter
into the ground where contaminants can be neutralized
However, if you choose this method be sure to useater
only. If any cleaning products are in the wash water tha|
enters the ground, you run tke risk of these chemicals
entering the drinking water supply. Yet, whenever possible,
using dry cleaning methodsis preferred.

What to Avoid

It is very important to avoid the following:

- Never discharge your power washing wasteater into a
roadside ditch. These ditches are connected to storm wate
management systems and drain direcyl into local rivers and
streams.

- Avoid using acids and other harsh cleaners. Ask about le
toxic options when buying cleaning products.
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RiverSafe News and Events: Upcomingeventsand RiverSafe Homes updates can be found here!

Upcoming Events

Huron River Days Sunday, July 12 200%rom 8:30 am- 4:00

pm at Gallup Park in Ann Arbor. This annualevent

draws many people to enjoy the benefits of théluron River.

Community Partners for Clean Streams will be conducting
achildren's activity under the tentfrom 12:00 - 4:00 pm,

stop by and visit us! For more information please visit
http://www.a2gov.org/HRD/ .

Ypsilanti Heritage Festival:Friday, August21 2009 - Sunday
August23 2009 at Riverside Park, Depot Town ang
Downtown Ypsilanti. The 30th Annual Ypsilanti Heritage
Festival is a long tradition that showcases the past ang
present of Ypsilanti. Visit us at the water quality tent in
Riverside Park! For more information check out their
website: http://www.ypsilantiheritagefestival.com/ .

RiverSafe Homes Program

Washtenaw County Water ResourcesiCl | EOOET 1 A0O8 O / AFEAA
For more information about this program or other water quality issues, please contact us!

Michelle Bononi, Senior Environmental Planner
bononim@ewashtenaw.org
734.222.6833

Sue Johnson, Environmental Planning Intern
johnsonse@ewashteaw.org
734.222.6813
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