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Actors

The Board of  Public Works 
The Board of  Public Works operates pursuant to Public Act 185, and guides the Division of  Public Works on its 
sewage disposal and collection, water treatment and supply, lake management and solid waste projects and activ-
ties in Washtenaw County.

The Ecology Center 
The Ecology Center (EC) is a membership-based, nonproþt environmental organization based in Ann Arbor, 
Michigan. The Ecology Center works for a just and healthy environment through grassroots organizing, advocacy, 
education and demonstration projects.

Michigan Department of  Environmental Quality (Solid Waste Program) 
The solid waste program includes the review of  construction permit and operating licenses for municipal and 
industrial non-hazardous solid waste disposal facilities including landþlls, transfer stations and processing plants; 
inspection of  those facilities to ensure compliance with operating requirements, management of  the disposal area 
þnancial assurance program; administration of  solid waste management planning and solid waste alternatives 
grants and loans. 

Michigan Department of  Environmental Quality - The Waste and Hazardous Materials Division 
The Waste and Hazardous Materials Division (WHMD) administers a diverse number of  prevention programs to 
protect the environment and the publicõs health through proper management of  hazardous products; solid, liquid, 
medical, and hazardous waste; and radioactive materials.

Onyx Services Inc., Arbor Hills Landþll  
Arbor Hills Landþll is the only active landþll in the county and is located in Salem Township.  As of  January 2004, 
this landþll has 15.44 years of  capacity remaining.  In June of  1992, Washtenaw County entered into a 23-year 
contract with the Arbor Hills Landþll.  The contract guarantees landþll capacity (air space) for Washtenaw County 
for the period of  the contract and requires the operator to pay the county three percent of  its gate revenues to 
support county recycling programs. 

Recycle Ann Arbor 
Recycle Ann Arbor is dedicated to providing education and innovative services in the collection, processing and 
distribution of  recyclable materials.  Nationally recognized as an established leader in recycling programs, Recycle 
Ann Arbor has been instrumental in diverting recyclable waste from landþlls and reducing pressure on natural 
resources. In 2002, Recycle Ann Arbor recovered and recycled more than 28 million pounds of  material.

Washtenaw County Consortium of  Solid Waste Management (WCCSWM)
The WCCSWM was established in 1991 to foster communication and collaboration between local governments 
and public agencies on solid waste and recycling issues. Membership is voluntary and limited to local units of  
government and public agencies. 

Western Washtenaw Recycling Authority  
Eight western communities in the county formed the Western Washtenaw Recycling Authority (WWRA) to 
provide recycling services to its predominately rural residents.  The WWRA assesses its residents for 24-Hour 
unmanned recycling drop-off  stations and/or curbside recycling services.  Curbside recycling service is offered to 
the Village of  Chelsea and Village of  Manchester residents and these residents are assessed at a higher rate than 
the other member communities.  
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Solid Waste Facts & Figures

Solid Waste Facts and Figures, 2003

Waste Generation Composition

• Commercial			   63%
• Residential			   37%

Waste Diversion Rates

• United States		  30%
• Great Lake States		  26%
• Michigan			   20%
• Washtenaw County 	 32%
• Ann Arbor City		  40%

Waste Generation Rates

Average Household Rates (lbs/person/day)
• National			   4.40
• Washtenaw County 		 3.07

Average Commercial Rate

(lbs/employee/day)
• Washtenaw County		  8.99

Michigan Waste Disposal Figures

62,615,429 cubic yards with
• Michigan			   75%
• Canada			   15%
• Other states			   10%

Washtenaw County Waste Disposal Figures

3,826,618 cubic yards with
• Wayne County		  35%
• Canada			   21%
• Oakland County		  18%
• Washtenaw County	 12%
• Macomb County		  11%
• Livingston, Genesee,		
  and Monroe Counties	 3%




