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Actors

Key organizations involved with planning, maintaining and improving the parks and recreation opportunities within
Washtenaw County.

City, Village and Township Governments

The cities, villages and townships of Washtenaw County are primarily responsible for providing recreational facili-
ties and services for short-term, frequent use by local residents within their jurisdiction. Due to lack of pnancial
resources and costs of providing services, communities form partnerships, maximizing programming and use of
recreational facilities and reducing duplication of services. Local governments also have the ability to promote
recreational land within residential developments.

Huron Clinton Metropolitan Authority (HCMA)

The Huron Clinton Metropolitan Authority is a regional special park district in Washtenaw County and surrounding
counties. The Metroparks are funded principally by a property tax levy, and by revenues from vehicle entry fees and
other user fees for various facilities which help provide regional park facilities in the County.

Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR)
The Michigan Department of Natural Resources, Division of Parks and Recreation, Waterways, Forestry, Fisheries
and Wildlife provides large-scale or special park and recreation areas, water access and boating sites.

School Districts, Universities, Community Colleges, and Private Organizations
School districts, universities, community colleges and private organizations own and operate large amounts of open
space, recreational lands and facilities made available for use to residents of the County.

Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation Commission (WCPRC)

The Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation Commission was established to promote a healthy life style, efpciently
providing high quality facilities and programs reyective of current and anticipated recreational needs of County
residents and visitors; with particular emphasis on preserving fragile lands, water quality, wildlife habitat, creating
pedestrian and greenway connections and providing high quality services to those of all backgrounds. The WCPRC
maintains recreational facilities that cannot be adequately developed by local government, and works with local gov-
ernments to protect open spaces and natural areas through the Natural Areas Preservation Program. The WCPRC'’s
programs are meant to supplement local government efforts.

Washtenaw County Private and Public Golf Courses
Washtenaw County has a variety of golf course options that are available for public or private membership.
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Depnitions

Greenways are linear parks or connections that provide passive recreational opportunities or preservation of open
space.

Neighborhood Park is a park that is approximately 15-25 acres in size, meant for short-term, frequent use, pro-
vides a specipc service or program, and serves the recreational needs of people living within a 1/4 to 1/2 mile
radius of the park.

Open Space is land or area in an undeveloped state, and may be used for passive or active recreation. Open Space
may also be privately owned and not-accessible to the public.

Park is a public tract of land kept in its natural state and usually reserved for the enjoyment and recreation of visi-
tors.

Park Land is publicly owned land used to provide parks for public use.
Passive Recreation is the usage of natural and scenic trails and educational programs for visitors.
Private Park is a private tract of land used by private members or groups usually requiring fees for usage.

Regional Park is a park that is at least 200 acres in size, characterized by scenic quality and the diversity of recre-
ational opporturnities.

River Corridor is an area of land bordering a waterway that can be preserved and used for passive recreation.

Trails are paths used by pedestrians and non motorized vehicles.
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Park & Recreation Facilities Owned & Operated by Washtenaw County Parks & Recreation Commission

Park Location Acres Amenities
County Farm Park City of Ann 127 Commlss_lon and administrative ofycgs, nature trails, ytness course, picnic shelters,
Arbor community gardens, rest rooms, equipment storage barn.
Cavanaugh Lake Sylvan 3 Roadside park with toilets, and open yeld; swing set and small play structure; picnic
Park Township shelter; grills; lake view, no boat access or swimming.
Private group rental pavilion, playyeld and beach; sandy beach/swimming area;
Webster spray zone water feature; paved multi-use trail; nature trails; picnic shelters; play
Independence Lake . 312 ) . P . L
Township structures; boat rentals; small boat access, yshing dock; rest rooms; ofyce &
maintenanc
Meri Lqu Murray City of Ann Facility [Indoor pool, cardiovascular exercise room, indoor track, gymnasium, locker rooms
Recreation Center Arbor
Park Lyndon Lyndor_1 335 Nature tl’?.l|$, picnic shelters, restrooms, childrenis play equipment, trail cabin,
Township observation decks
. Northyeld - . . . .
Park Northyeld Township 12 Picnic shelter, childrenis play equipment, restroom, open play area, nature trail
Ann Arbor Paved multi-use trail, nature trails, grist and cider mill, historic log cabin, picnic
Parker Mill County ; area, restrooms. Adjacent to Forest Park, which is operated by the Washtenaw
and Superior 26 . - ;
Park - County Parks and Recreation Commission on land leased from the City of Ann
Townships
Arbor.
Pierce Lake Golf Ciity of 18 hole, par 72 championship golf; course; 26_ acre park;. bc_Jar_dwalk Wlt.h -
232 observation areas through wetlands around Pierce Lake; picnic shelter; grills;
Course & Park Chelsea ) . ; )
connection to Chelsea trail system; non-motorized boat launch.
Osborne Mill Scio . 39 Nature preserve area, nature trails
Township
Rolling Hills County | Ypsilanti Wat(_er park with lazy river water ride, tube ride, Watgr §I|d§s, spray, Play areasz a
. 151 wading pool, sand, play area and food concessions; picnic shelters; volleyball;
Park Township . h S o . e .
paved-multi use trail; nature trails; cross-country skiing; sledding hill; yshing docks;
. Sharon Historic mill, 3 buildings, indoor restrooms, picnic shelter, grills, cultural and
Sharon Mills . 26 - . . . .
Township environmental interpretive exhibits, canoe, launch, outdoor staging area
Staebler Farm Superior .
Superior Township 114 Not open to public
Superior Center Superlqr 1 Roadside park with picnic tables
Township

Park and Recreation Facilities Owned and Operated by the State of Michigan.

Park Location Total Acres RS (U S IR
County

Pinckney Recreation Area Dexter and I__yndon 10,815 7,361
Townships

Waterloo Recreation Area Lyndon and‘SyIvan 19,839 6,695
Townships

Sharonvile Game Area Sharon Township 3,015 645

Chelsea Game Area Sylvan Township 654 654

Gregory Game Area Lyndon Township 3,400 126

Little Goose Lake Game Area Sylvan Township 202 202

\Water Access Sites Multiple Sites 50

Total 15,733
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Acres of Park Land in Washtenaw County by Agency

lAgency Total Acreage % of Total
WCPRC 1,378 5.9%
Local Governments 4,557 19.7%
HCMA 1,538 6.6%
State of Michigan 5,733 67.8%
Total 13,206 100.0%

Status of park and recreation facilities owned and operated by local units of government

Ann Arbor Township
No facilities

Augusta Township
No facilities

Bridgewater Township
No facilities

Dexter Township
No facilities

Freedom Township
No facilities

Lima Township
No facilities

Lodi Township
No facilities

Lyndon Township
No facilities

Manchester Township
No facilities

Northpeld Township
1 Boat launch

1 Senior center

Trail network (in
development)

Pittspeld Township (777
acres)

1 baseball peld

3 children’s playgrounds
pshing dock

3 nature areas

3 picnic areas

3 picnic shelters

2 softball pelds

2 soccer pelds

3 T-ball pelds

4 tennis courts

trails

Salem Township
No facilities

Saline Township
No facilities

Scio Township
No facilities

Sharon Township
No facilities

Superior Township (269
acres)

2 baseball pelds

1 basketball court

3 community meeting
rooms

8 nature areas

7 picnic areas

2 picnic shelters

4 playgrounds
1 tennis court
trails

Sylvan Township
No facilities

Webster Township
soccer pelds

York Township (150 acres)
nature area

picnic area

5 soccer pelds

Ypsilanti Township (860
acres)

13 ball pelds

6 basketball courts
1 batting cage

1 boat launch

6 pshing areas

3 ptness courses

1 golf course

3 horseshoe pits

15 picnic areas

14 picnic shelters
18 playgrounds

6 racquetball courts
3 soccer pelds

16 tennis courts

4 volleyball courts

City of Ann Arbor (1,918
acres)

146 parks

82 baseball/softhall pelds
21 full basketball courts
11 half-size basketball
courts

48 buildings

2 golf courses

hiking and nature trails

2 ice rinks

53 picnic areas

70 playground areas

4 swimming pools

63 tennis courts

City of Milan (194 acres)
bird sanctuary

1 baseball peld

2 basketball courts

1 community/senior center
building

1 community house
meeting area

equestrian arena
horseshoe pits

model airplane yying peld
3 picnic areas

2 picnic shelters

1 play peld

2 playgrounds

3 soccer pelds

4 softball pelds

trails

volleyball court
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Status of park and recreation facilities owned and operated by local units of government

City of Saline (191 acres)
4 baseball pelds

3 basketball courts

1 basketball court

1 indoor recreation center
6 natural areas

8 picnic areas

3 picnic shelters

7 playgrounds

3 soccer pelds

4 tennis courts
Washtenaw County Parks And
Recreation

Master Plan Update

trails

1 volleyball court

City of Ypsilanti (84 acres)
Frog Island amphitheater

7 baseball/softball pelds

3 basketball courts

community center/gymnasium
3 pshing piers

ptness area

3 football/soccer pelds
horseshoe pit

9 picnic areas

8 playgrounds

senior center

9 shelter/restroom buildings
shufyeboard court

2 swimming pools - 1 indoor
6 tennis courts

3 tracks

volleyball court

weight room

Village of Barton Hills (33
acres)
3 natural areas

play peld
tennis court

Village of Chelsea (12
acres)

1 picnic area

1 picnic shelter

2 playgrounds

2 softball pelds

2 volleyball courts

Village of Dexter (25
acres)

1 basketball court
gazebo

nature trails

4 picnic areas

2 playgrounds

1 stage area/pavilion
Village of Manchester
(44 acres)

3 baseball pelds

2 basketball courts

1 football peld

1 gazebo

2 ice rinks (outdoor)/
skateboard area

7 picnic shelters

3 playgrounds

2 softball pelds

2 tennis courts

trail

4 volleyball courts
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