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ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION

OF

CHELSEA AREA FIRE AUTHORITY

These Articles of Incorporation are adopted by incorporating municipal
corporations for the purpose of creating an AUTHORITY under the provisions of Act 57,

Public Acts of Michigan, 1988, as amended (the "Act").

ARTICLE |

NAME AND OFFICE

The name of this AUTHORITY is "Chelsea Area Fire Authority." The
principal office of the AUTHORITY will be located at the Main Fire Station, or at such

other office location as may be designated by the Board of the AUTHORITY.

ARTICLE Il

PARTICIPATING COMMUNITIES

The INCORPORATING MUNICIPALITIES creating this AUTHORITY are
the Village of Chelsea, the Township of Lima, the Township of Lyndon, and the
Township of Sylvan, each located in the County of Washtenaw, State of Michigan, and
the Township of Waterloo located in the County of Jackson, State of Michig‘an, which
are each hereby designated as an INCORPORATING MUNICIPALITY. |

Su;:cessors and Assigns of the INCORPORATING MUNICIPALITIES

(such as a City of Chelsea, or the adoption of a township charter by any of the other
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INCORPORATING MUNICIPALITIES) shall also be bound by this agreement, its
obligations and rights herein.
The AUTHORITY's jurisdiction shall be comprised of the total territory

within the INCORPORATING MUNICIPALITIES.

ARTICLE il

PURPOSE
The purpose of this AUTHORITY is to provide service to the public by
reducing deaths, injuries and minimizing property loss from fires, hazardous material
incidents, motor vehicle accidents, medical emergencies, rescue extractions, and any
other crisis commensurate with the services of a Fire Authority within the level of
personnel fraining and equipment of the AUTHORITY and authorized by any
municipality pursuant to contract with the AUTHORITY, and in accordance with the
authorization of the Act. The terms “emergency services”, “municipal emergency
service”, and “municipality”’, as used in these Articles of Incorporation shall be as now
or hereafter defined in Section | of the Act (MCL 124.601) but not to include a police

protection service under any circumstance.

ARTICLE IV

- BODY CORPORATE

This AUTHORITY shall be a body corporate, with power to sue or be sued

in any court of this State. It possesses all of the powers necessary to caArry out the




purposes of its incorporation, and those incident to those purposes. The enumeration
of any powers herein shall not be construed as a limitation upon its general powers
unless the context shall clearly indicate otherwise. The AUTHORITY shall have a

corporate seal.

ARTICLEV
TERM
This AUTHORITY shall continue in existence perpetually or until
dissolved by act of the parties or by law, provided, however, that such AUTHORITY
shall not be dissolved if such dissolution could operate as an impairment of any of its

contracts.

ARTICLE VI

FISCAL YEAR

The first fiscal year of the AUTHORITY shall be the same as the Village of
.Chelsea’s current fiscal year, which commences on the 1st day of March in each year

and ends on the last day of February next following.




ARTICLE VII

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

a. Board of Trustees

The governing body of this AUTHORITY shall be a Board of Trustees,
hereinafter referred to as the BOARD, which shall be composed of one representative
Trustee from each INCORPORATING MUNICIPALITY, and if there is at any time an
even number of INCORPORATING MUNICIPALITIES, one additional Trustee selected
at-large from the service area. Each Trustee representing an INCORPORATING
MUNICIPALITY shall be appointed by the respective governing body of that
INCORPORATING MUNICIPALITY. The at-large Trustee shall be selected by majority
action of the representative Trustees, if necessary.

Trustees representing an INCORPORATING MUNICIPALITY shall serve
for a term of five (5) years, beginning on the 1st day of January next following his or her
respective appointment. The terms of office of the first Trustees shall begin on the date
of appointment and continue as follows: The Trustee representing the Village of
Chelsea shall serve through December 31, 2003, the Trustee representing the
Township of Lyndon shall serve through December 31, 2002, Trustee representing the
Township of Waterloo shall serve. through December 31, 2001, the Trustee
representing the Township of Sylvan shall serve through December 31, 2000 and the
Trustee representing the Township Lima shall serve through December 31, "1999.
Each INCORP(SRATING MUNI‘CIPALITY shall also appoint an alternate MEﬂM‘BER who

may attend meetings of the BOARD but may only vote in the absence of the MEMBER




appointed by the alternate's respective INCORPORATING MUNICIPALITY. After the
appointment of the Trustees to the initial BOARD, the governing body of each
INCORPORATING MUNICIPALITY shall appoint Trustees (including alternates) to
succeeding terms by the 15™ day of December preceding the end of its representative
Trustee's term. Terms of alternate MEMBERS shall coincide with the terms of the
respective MEMBERS.

At the same time that the governing body of each INCORPORATING
MUNICIPALITY appoints MEMBER and alternate MEMBER representative Trustees, if
necessary, they shall also nominate candidates for an at-large Trustee and an alternate
at-large Trustee position on the BOARD. One of the nominated candidates for at-large
Trustee shall be appointed to the BOARD by majority action of the Trustees
representing INCORPORATING MUNICIPALITIES, and one of the nominated
candidates for alternate at-large Trustee shall also be appointed to the BOARD in the
same manner as the at-large Trustee. | The alternate at-large Trustee may attend
meetings of the BOARD but may only vote in the absence of the at-large Trustee. The
term of office of the at-large and alternate at-large Trustees shall begin on the first
meeting following their respective appointments and end on the last day of the twenty-
third month following appointment.

All MEMBER Trustees shall have full rights of vote, voice and office on
the Board, except where limited herein. Alternate MEMBER Trustees shallf‘vo'nly have
the right Qf voidé except duringr the absence of his or her respective MEMBER Trustee

when they shall also have the right of vote.




Within 30 days after adoption of these Articles by all INCORPORATING
MUNICIPALITIES, the governing body of each INCORPORATING MUNICIPALITY shall
select its Trustee representative and alternate representative to the BOARD to serve
for the term herein above specified, select its nominations for at-large and alternate at-
large Trustee if necessary, and file notice of the appointments and necessary
nominations with the Clerk of the Village of Chelsea. The said Clerk shall within 45
days after adoption of these Articles by all INCORPORATING MUNICIPALITIES issue
a call for the first meeting of the Board to be held within 30 days thereafter. The call
shall be in writing, stating the date, time and place of meeting, and served in the
manner provided in ARTICLE IX on the Trustees whose appointment is filed with the
Clerk. The BOARD shall organize itself and elect officers, as hereinafter specified, at
its first meeting.

No appointment to the BOARD and no* selection of an office of the
BOARD shall be deemed to be invalid because it was not made within or at the time
specified in these Articles.

A Trustee shall be a qualified elector residing within the territorial
boundaries of an INCORPORATING MUNICIPALITY to serve as a representative of
the INCORPORATING MUNICIPALITY. Anyone nominated for an at-large or alternate
at-large Trustee, shall be a qualified elector residing within the territorial boundaries of
the nominating INCORPORATING MUNICIPALITY and the service aréa of the

AUTHORITY.




In no case shall a Trustee of the BOARD be an officer or employee of an
INCORPORATING MUNICIPALITY's emergency service whose duties are transferred
to the AUTHORITY, an officer or employee of an emergency service operated by the
AUTHORITY, including a person entitled to receive or receiving any benefit due to prior
office or employment, nor a person who has contracted with the AUTHORITY or any
such emergency service, directly or indirectly, to receive any compensation or benefits.

Each respective Trustee of the BOARD shall qualify by taking the
constitutional oath of office and filing his or her oath with their respective municipal

clerk.

b. Annual Meeting

v

The BOARD shall meet on the second Monday of January of each year at
8:00 o'clock p.m. for the purpose of organization at the place of holding the meetings of
the BOARD. At such Annual Meeting the BOARD shall select a Chairperson, a Vice-
Chairperson and a Secretary, who shall be Trustees of the BOARD, and a Treasurer,
who may but need not be a Trustee of the BOARD. Such officers shall serve until the
Annual Meeting in the following year or until their respective successors shall be

selected and qualified.

c. Expenses of Board of Trustees

Each Trustee ahd alternate Trustee of the BOARD shall not be

reimbursed expenses or compensated by the AUTHORITY for attending m'eétings of




the AUTHORITY. Trustees and alternate Trustees may be reimbursed for expenses
incurred while conducting AUTHORITY business (exclusive of BOARD Meetings) only
upon approval of the AUTHORITY BOARD. Each Trustee and alternate Trustee of the
BOARD may be compensated for attending meetings of the AUTHORITY by his/her

respective INCORPORATING MUNICIPALITY.

ARTICLE VI

VACANCIES AND REMOVAL

a. Vacancies

In the event of a vacancy of a representative Trustee on the BOARD, the
governing body of the INCORPORATING MUNICIPALITY selecting such
representative shall fill the vacancy for the remainder of the term. The alternate‘
Trustee from the same INCORPORATING MUNICIPALITY shall serve in the placé
such Trustee until the vacancy is filled. In the event of a vacancy of an alternate
representative Trustee, the governing body of the INCORPORATING MUNICIPALITY
selecting such alternate shall fill the vacancy of the alternates unexpired term. In the
event of a vacancy in any office of the BOARD, such vacancy shall be filled by the
BOARD for the unexpired term. In the case of the temporary absence or disability of
any officer, the BOARD may appoint some other person temporarily to act in I:1is or her
stead, except that in the event of the temporary absence or disability of the |
Chairperson, thé Vice-Chairperéon shall so serve. In the event of a vacancy of an at-

large or alternate at-large Trustee, the governing board of the INCORPORATING




MUNICIPALITY that nominated the vacated at-large or alternate at-large trustee shall
make a new nomination for at-large or alternate at-large Trustee for their remaining
term period, and the BOARD shall fill the vacancy by appointment of a person
nominated by the INCORPORATING MUNICIPALITIES under ARTICLE VII. Until the
BOARD fills the vacancy of an at-large Trustee position, the alternate at-large Trustee

shall so serve.

b. Removal From Office

Any Trustee of the BOARD, appointed by an INCORPORATING
MUNICIPALITY as its representative, may be removed at any time for cause or without
cause by action of the governing body of that INCORPORATING MUNICIPALITY. A
Trustee appointed at-large may be removed at any time for cause or without cause by

concurrent action of the governing bodies of the INCORPORATING MUNICIPALITIES.

ARTICLE IX

MEETINGS
Meetings of the BOARD shall be held at least quarterly at such time and
place as shall be prescribed by resolution of the BOARD and each Trustee of the
BOARD shall have one vote. Special meetings of the BOARD may be ca?l.led by the
Chairperson or any three Trustees thereof, by serving written notice bf the tirhe, place
and purpose tHéreof, upon eaéh Trustee of the BOARD personally, or by Igaving it at

his-or her place of residence at least 18 hours prior to the time of the meetihg, or by
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depositing the same in the United States Post Office or mailbox within the geographical
limits of the AUTHORITY, at least 72 hours prior to the time of such meeting, enclosed
in a sealed envelope properly addressed to him or her at his or her residential or
business address, with first class postage fully prepaid. Special meetings of the
BOARD at which all Trustees are present shall be deemed to be valid even though no
written notice thereof may be given as above specified. Any Trustee of the BOARD may
waive notice of any meeting either before or after the holding thereof. At least a
majority of the Trustees of the BOARD shall be required for a quorum. The BOARD
shall act by motion or resolution. For the passage of any resolution providing for the
execution of any contract, appointment of at-large or alternate at-large Trustees,
election of officers, adoption of by-laws, rules and regulations, or the levying of any tax,
there shall be required a majority vote of the Trustees appointed to the BOARD. In all
other matters, a vote of a majority of the Trustees of the BOARD present at any
meeting at which a quorum is present shall be sufficient for passage.

Public notices of all regular, special or rescheduled regular meetings of
the BOARD shall be given pursuant to the applicable provisions of Act 267, Public Acts
of 1976 (MCL 15.261 to 15.275), as amended from time to time.

The BOARD shall have the right to adopt rules governing its procedure
which are not in conflict with the terms of any statute or of these Articles. The BOARD
shall also have the right to establish rules and regulations for the use of itsﬂ property,
personal or reé/l, owned, held:or operated by it under the provisions of law. The

BOARD shall keep a journal of its proceedings, which shall be signed by the Secretary.
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All votes shall be "yeas" or and "nays" except that where the vote is unanimous, it shall

only be necessary to so state.

ARTICLE X

OFFICERS AND FINANCES

The Chairperson of the BOARD shall be the presiding officer thereof.
Except as herein otherwise provided, the Chairperson shall not have any executive or
administrative function in the AUTHORITY, other than as a Trustee of said BOARD. In
the absence or disability of the Chairperson, the Vice-Chairperson shall perform the
duties of the Chairperson. The Secretary shall be the recording officer of the BOARD.
The Treasurer shall be the custodian of the funds of the BOARD and shall give a bond
conditioned upon the faithful performance of the duties of his or her office. All moneys
shall be deposited in a bank, or other depository to be designated by the BOARD. All
checks or other forms of withdrawal thereof shall be signed by two persons, one of
whom must be the Treasurer or other Trustee of the BOARD, and one may be, upon
resolution of the BOARD, the Chief Administrative Employee of the AUTHORITY. All
such signatories, in addition to the Treasurer, shall give a bond to the AUTHORITY
conditioned upon the faithful performances of his or her office. The cost of said bond
shall be paid by the AUTHORITY. The officers of the BOARD shall only have such
other powers and duties as may be conferred upon them by the AUTHORITY.
Contracts by the AUTHORITY to provide emergency services under Section 8 of the

Act (MCL 124.608) shall be executed in the name and on behaif of the AUTHORITY by
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