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Introduction

In a letter dated July 25, 2001 (Attachment A), Jack and Angelika Lewis, the current owners of
the Old Zion Parsonage, 2905 South Fletcher Road, Freedom Township, petitioned Freedom
Township to have the parsonage designated a historic district under the Jjurisdiction of the
Washtenaw County Historic District Commission. Freedom Township passed a motion granting
the Lewis’ request. (Attachment B) Following the provisions of Section 3 of the County’s
Historical Preservation Ordinance (Attachment C), the Washtenaw County Board of
Commissioners appointed a Historic District Study Committee by resolution on March 6, 2002
(Attachment D). The resolution charged the Study Committee to evaluate the property and
determine if the parsonage meets generally accepted criteria for a historic district. The committee
generated a preliminary report on December 31, 2002, and held a public hearing on March 3,
2003.

The members of the Old Zion Lutheran Parsonage Study Committee are:

Grace Shackman (chair) — Grace is a past member Washtenaw County Board of
Commissioners, history columnist for the Ann Arbor Observer; member Ann Arbor Historic
District Commission Awards Committee, Old West Side Association Historian, author of Ann
Arbor in the 19" Century: A Photographic History (2001) and Ann Arbor in the 20" Century: A
Photographic History (2002).

Norman Wenk: Norman grew up on the property to the north of Old Zion parsonage speaking
German at home, was instructed by Moritz Brueckner in catechism, and is a lifetime member of
Zion Lutheran Church. He spent four years in the military during World War I, and eventually
ended up in Germany where his bilingualism made him indispensable. His oral histories and
stories about the Brueckner family’s tenure at the parsonage have been essential for this study
report.

Susan Wiley: Susan has been a member of Zion Lutheran Church since 1987 and church
secretary since 1990. She is currently Secretary of the Historic Zion Church Board of Directors,
and is dedicated to the preservation and restoration of this historic church. She raises German
Angora rabbits, and is currently president of the International Association of German Angora
Rabbit breeders.

Angelika Lewis: Ex-officio as co-owner of the Old Zion Lutheran parsonage, Angelika is a
member of the Historic Zion Lutheran Church committee, and teaches French at Ypsilanti High
School. Angelika emigrated from Germany in 1953 with her parents, speaks German fluently,
and taught German for over twenty years.

Jack Lewis: Ex-officio as co-owner of the Old Zion Lutheran parsonage, Jack has been an
educator for over twenty-five years and currently teaches fourth grade in the Plymouth-Canton
schools. Jack’s family is German on the matriarchal side.

Marnie Paulus —Staff member as Preservation Planner for Washtenaw County in Department of
Planning & Environment, Marnie has a M.S. in Historic Preservation from Eastern Michi gan






