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Introduction

In a letter dated November 16, 2000 (attachment A), Associate Vice President Henry D. Baier of
the University of Michigan, the present owners of Gordon Hall (the Samuel W. Dexter House) at
8341 Island Lake Road in Webster Township, petitioned the Washtenaw County Board of
Commissioners, through the Webster Township Supervisor (attachment B), to have the original
1843 house designated a historic district under the jurisdiction of the Washtenaw County
Historic District Commission. Following the provisions of Section 3 of the County’s Historic
Preservation Ordinance (attachment C), the Board of Commissioners appointed a Historic
District Study Committee by resolution on January 17, 2001 (attachments D & E). The
resolution charged the Study Committee to evaluate the property and determine if the house
meets generally accepted criteria for a historic district. Subsequent to the Study Committee’s
completion of its preliminary report on February 8, 2001, as well as a public hearing, and
meetings between the owner and the Study Committee, the owner requested that the proposed
historic district be enlarged to an area of approximately twelve acres (attachment F). Although
the property requested by the owner for designation lies entirely within Webster Township, the
Scio Township Board of Trustees also expressed their support of designation by resolution and
authorized the Washtenaw County Historic District to act on their behalf (attachment G).

The members of the Gordon Hall Historic District Study Committee are:

Richard DeLong - member of Washtenaw County Board of Commissioners: past member Scio
Township Board of Review; past board member and executive director Scio Township Downtown
Development Authority; past Scio Township Supervisor; and past Scio Township Planning
Commissioner.

Carol Mull - M.S. in Historic Preservation, Eastern Michigan University; past project coordinator for the
Arts of Citizenship Underground Railroad Project at the University of Michigan; secretary, Kempf
House Board of Directors, Ann Arbor; board member Ann Arbor Historical Foundation; and member
Washtenaw/Hill Historic District Study Committee, Ann Arbor.

Marnie Paulus - liaison to Washtenaw County Historic District Commission; M.S. in Historic
Preservation, Eastern Michigan University; member of Superior Township Historic District Study
Committee; volunteer coordinator, Kempf House Board of Directors; and board member Ann Arbor
Historical Foundation.

Alice J. Ralph - registered architect; and member of Washtenaw County Historic District Commission.

Grace Shackman - past chairperson Washtenaw County Board of Commissioners: history columnist for
the Ann Arbor Observer; member of Superior Township Historic District Study Committee; member of
the Ann Arbor Historic District Awards Comnmittee; and Old West Side Association historian.

Julie Truettner - historian for University of Michigan Plant Extension Office: M.S. in Historic
Preservation, Eastern Michigan University; member Washtenaw/Hill Historic District Study
Committee, Ann Arbor; past board member Kempf House; and past archivist Michigan League Board
of Governors.






