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Melissa Milton-Pung

From: Gary Lillie [gary.lillie@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, April 17, 2009 7:11 PM
To: Melissa Milton-Pung
Subject: Gary Lillie pics
Attachments: On the roof Marine Division HQ.jpg; AAABOR web site.jpg

Sorry I didn't get these to you earlier. With my bad hearing I thought you said you wanted them as photos, but 
my color printer is down and every time I started to work on it I was dragged away. Elmer White said to just 
email them to you. I hope this is not too late. 
 
The current one is self-explanatory. The picture of me nailing has a lot of things going on in it. First, you can 
almost see the heat. It was 138-degrees that day and what it lacked in temperature it made up for in humidity. 
  
The sun would reflect off of the steel we were  nailing and it would feel like being in a rotisserie. We had to 
work fast because within minutes the steel was too hot to touch and was burning our feet right through the thin, 
worn-out soles. When you put tools down on the ground you automatically threw them in the shade. If the sun 
had come around and shone on them for a while once you needed them again, you had to kick them into the 
shade to let them cool off. 
  
In the distance are the coastal mountains.  That was very dangerous territory, full of bad guys. 
  
In the background are some of the ever-present helicopters coming back from dropping off some Marines out in 
what was called "Indian Country." At the time the fighting was so constant that the Marines actually took 106% 
casualties, per the official Marine after-action statistics. That means that some were being wounded, fixed up, 
healed, sent back out and were wounded again, or killed. 
  
They led a tough life. 
--  
Gary Lillie 
Seabee MCB3 
Chu Lai RVN '66 
www.veteransradio.net 
www.svnlillie.com 










