
Subaru Research and 
Development, Inc is the 
2004 Environmental 
Excel lence Overal l 
Award winner, and this 
issue’s spotlight partner.  
The Environmental Ex-
cellence Awards are 
given to businesses and 
non-profit organizations 
in Washtenaw County 
that show outstanding 
environmental steward-
ship in the three catego-
ries of water quality pro-
tection, waste reduction 
and recycling, and pollu-
tion prevention.  The 
Overal l  Excel lence 
award was presented to 
Subaru by the Washte-
naw County Office of the 
Drain Commissioner, the 
Department of Environ-
mental Health Regula-
tions and the Depart-
ment of Planning and 
Environment. 

Within the past two 
years, Subaru has devel-
oped excellent environ-
mental programs that 
focus on recycling.  In 
2002, Subaru produced 
7.1 tons of waste.  How-
ever, with the implemen-
tation of these practices 
2003 saw a 72% reduc-
tion in waste generated.  
This is equivalent to only 
1.8 total tons of waste 
in 2003!  This decrease 
was achieved through 
the placement of recy-

cling bins in the em-
ployee lunchroom, recy-
cling miscellaneous of-
fice supplies and the 
reuse of shipping mate-
rials such as boxes and 
bubble wrap.  Employ-
ees are updated on the 
total amount of materi-
als recycled in order to 
encourage contribution 
to the recycling program 
by allowing them to see 
the progress made. 

 Along with this success-
ful recycling program, 
Subaru also decreased 
its water consumption 
by 74% and electricity 
use by 13%.  They con-
tinue to implement 
strong green business 
practices and train their 
employees on the 
proper fuel-spill clean 
up. 

 In 2004 Subaru plans 
to continue to reduce 
waste and energy use.  
Some of their ideas in-
clude the use of re-
chargeable batteries 
and hand dryers in-
stalled in the bathrooms 
to reduce paper waste.  
They also intend to fur-
ther educate their em-
ployees on the environ-
mental effects of the 
plant’s operations in 
order to increase aware-
ness. 

 Along with Subaru’s 
environmental pro-
grams, other Waste 
Knot partners have 
been working to improve 
environmental quality, 
and thus have also won 
Environmental Excel-
lence Awards.  Forsythe 
Middle School received 
the Excellence in Waste 
Reduction and Recycling 
Award for the integration 
of a recycling course 
into the curriculum.  The 
students and faculty 
have already saved 
many valuable re-
sources from their recy-
cling initiatives.  Honor-
able mentions in this 
category of waste reduc-
tion and recycling in-
clude Liebherr Aero-
space and The Ann Ar-
bor News. 

 Congratulations to all 
winners for demonstrat-
ing outstanding environ-
mental leadership.  

Subaru Research and Develop-
ment Inc. won the 2004 overall 
Environmental Excellence 
Award. 

Waste Knot Partner Spotlight:  
Subaru Research and Development Inc. 

 

Waste  Knot   

Program Updates  

• Year round enrollment 

• Advertising available 
at a discounted rate, 
thus encouraging 
the public to support 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y 
friendly business. 

• Partners may receive 
recycling and solid 
waste services at a 
discounted rate. 

• Website reorganiza-
tion. 
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America Recycles Day will once 
again be held on November 15.  
The theme of this year’s celebra-
tion is paper recycling.  Although 
49.3 million tons of paper were 
recycled in the US last year, paper 
products still make up 39% of 
household waste.  The ARD foun-
dation is hoping to reduce these 
numbers by encouraging a paper 
purge across the country. 

Some paper recycling facts: 

• Every year, Americans throw 
away enough office and writing 
paper to build a wall 12 ft. tall 
from Los Angeles to New York. 

• Every day, American busi-
nesses generate enough paper to 
circle the earth 20 times. 

• If everyone in the US recycled 
1/10 of their newsprint, ~25 mil-
lion trees would be saved annu-
ally. 

Tips to increase paper recy-
cling in your community: 

• Involve local libraries in pro-
moting recycling 

• Give a presentation about 
recycling in a classroom. 

• Hand out flyers about America 
Recycles Day.  

Tips to increase paper recy-
cling in the business setting: 

• Hold a “Clean-Out-Your-Files” 
Day. 

• Award departments who recy-
cle the most paper during a com-
pany-wide paper purge. 

• Print an America Recycles 
message on all payroll checks. 

• Buy recycled paper products. 

 

This year’s America Recycles Day 
slogan is, “It all comes back to 
you.”  It is a reminder that every 
person can make a difference.  
Continue to increase the amount 
of paper recycled each year by 
participating in this year’s America 
Recycles Day celebration on No-
vember 15. 

America Recycles Day 2004 

The theme of this years event is 
paper recycling, and will be held at 
Leopold Brothers brewery, 523 
South Main Street, Ann Arbor.  
This is not only an exciting chance 
to celebrate recycling, but also the 
Waste Knot program and its part-
ners. The event is free, and will 
include food, and a tour of the 
brewery.   

There will also be a raffle of recy-
cled goods.  To get a raffle ticket 
you will have to fill out a pledge 
card at the event.  There will also 
be a phone book drive to encour-
age paper recycling. 

Come celebrate recycling and the 
Waste Knot program! 

Washtenaw County is doing its 
part to help promote America Re-
cycles Day.  On November 10, 
from 5pm-7pm the County’s Divi-
sion of Public Works will be host-
ing its second annual Washtenaw 
County Recycles Day celebration.   

2nd Annual Washtenaw County Recycles 
Day Celebration 

HHW Collection 
Statistics 
Since 1994, the Household Haz-
ardous Waste collection facility has 
kept a lot of toxins out of the envi-
ronment: 

-168,665 lbs of flammable mate-
rial 

-276,586 lbs of oil based paint 

-82,475 lbs of pesticides and fertil-
izers 

-40,000 lbs of aerosol cans 

-2,783 lbs of oxidizers 

-23,909 lbs of acids and bases 

-1,378 lbs of mercury 
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Even right here in Washtenaw County, you can help 
preserve natural wildlife.  The backyard of your home, 
or lawn space of your business can provide a habitat 
for native plants and animals if you join the National 
Wildlife Federation’s Backyard Wildlife Habitat pro-
gram. 

Upon joining this program, the National Wildlife Fed-
eration will help you design natural habitats specific to 
the plants and animals that live in your backyard.  The 
first thing to do is asses the natural habitat elements 
that already exists in your yard.  These habitats can be 
modified if need be to provide a better living space.  
Make sure these elements provide four important 
things, food, shelter, water and a place to raise young.  
Once your habitat is complete, it can be registered 
online with the National Wildlife Federation.   One ex-
ample of what you can add to your backyard in Michi-
gan to help wildlife, is a humming bird garden or a 
feeder to supply the North American Hummingbirds 
with enough food to migrate south for the winter. 

 If you would like to create a wildlife habitat in your 
backyard, or have any questions about the Backyard 
W i l d l i f e  H a b i t a t  p r o g r a m ,  v i s i t :  
http://www.nwf.org/backyardwildlifehabitat 

NEWS BRIEFS 

commercial, including TNT, CNN 
and ESPN 

• Cable subscribers spend ap-
proximately 59 hours per week 
watching basic cable 

Benefits to internet advertising: 

• 85% of households in the 
metro-Detroit area have at least 
one computer 

• 63% of Mlive.com visitors use 
the site to find local merchants 

Cost to sponsoring partner: 

• Production and customized 
design costs:  Free! 

• Single sponsorship:  $1000 

This includes:  15-20 commercials 
and 25,000 customized internet 
impressions (viewed pages) fea-
turing your company. 

• Double sponsorship:  $500 

This includes:  15-20 commercials 
and 25,000 customized internet 
impressions (viewed pages) fea-
turing you and your co-sponsor’s 
company. 

The deadline is October 22, so 
please contact, Marshall Labadie 
(734-222-6889) if you are inter-
ested. 

 

Currently, the Waste Knot program 
is providing advertising opportuni-
ties for interested partners.  This 
opportunity includes a 30 second 
television commercial, and an 
internet banner that will appear 
on Comcast.net and Mlive.com.  
The commercial will feature the 
sponsoring partner in the last 10 
seconds, and will be aired during 
the sponsor’s target audience 
during prime television hours 
(4pm – 12pm). 

Benefits to cable advertising:   

• Cable television reaches more 
than 240,000 people in 
Washtenaw County 

• Over 28 networks will air the 

Advertising Opportunities for Partners 

Backyard Wildlife Habitat What to do with Grass Clippings 

As of July 1, 2004 the city of Ann Arbor will no 
longer accept grass clippings in the city compost or 
trash.  Here are some ideas of what to do with what 
is left over once you cut your lawn. 

•  Make a 50/50 compost pile of grass clippings 
and brown leaves.  A great idea for fall!  Instead 
of leaves, newspaper strips or straw can be 
substituted.  Turn of over the pile every once in 
a while to increase composting activity. 

• Leave the clippings in the grass.  This saves 
you the effort of having to bag, and is also a 
natural fertilizer, putting more nitrogen into the 
soil. 

• Take your clippings to the Municipal Compost 
Center, at 4150 Platt Rd.  There is no charge 
for Ann Arbor residents. 

If you would like to purchase a compost bin for yard 
waste, please call (734)-222-6874. 



Congratulations to all Waste Knot Partners 
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Washtenaw County’s 
Comprehensive Plan 

On September 22, 2004, Washte-
naw County’s Comprehensive 
Plan was approved and adopted 
by the board of commissioners.  
This plan was written by Washte-
naw County’s department of Plan-
ning and Environment, and in-
cludes input from citizens on the 
issues of community development 
in the future. 
 
Citizens of Washtenaw County 
were major contributors to the 
new comprehensive plan in that 
they voiced their opinions on what 
they felt was most important to 
the County’s future.  There were 
two elements the residents 
wanted to focus on; the first being 
a retained sense of place, and the 
second was a sustainable future.   
 
All citizens agreed that Washte-
naw County has many interesting 
features that make it unique.  The 
varying living environments from 
the urban centers of Ann Arbor 
and Ypsilanti, to the charming 
villages of Dexter and Bridge-
water, and the natural resources 
found throughout the county must 
maintain or improve their current 
quality.  By preserving this sense 
of place,  and working for a sus-
tainable future, Washtenaw 
County will remain a desirable 
place to live for many years.    
 
Washtenaw County’s new Com-
prehensive Plan aims to find solu-
tions to these desires of the citi-
zens.  For more information on 
the comprehensive plan, please 
visit: http://complan.ewashtenaw.org 


