Historic Preservation | Washtenaw County

Historic Preservation focuses on our irreplaceable treasures and provides programs and
tools for protecting them. Historic resources enrich and enliven our surroundings and
quality of life by maintaining a unique sense of place, helping to distinguish the unique
landscapes in Washtenaw County. Rehabilitating our historic resources, preserving
architectural details and materials that would be costly to replicate, and recycling and
adapting old buildings creates economic, environmental and social benefits.

Washtenaw County has an abundance of unique historic resources that bestow a sense of
legacy. These valuable historic resources include buildings, structures, sites, objects, and
open space that tell the story of our past and inform future generations about our founding
values. The mission of Historic Preservation is to safeguard the heritage of Washtenaw
County.

FAQ

What can | do to protect my property from inappropriate alterations or the bulldozer?
You can call the Historic Preservation program (734-222-6878) or visit the public website for a Historic District
application to start the process.

What are the benefits of local designation for my property?
There are direct income tax credits (up to 25%) awarded by the state for permanent work (roof, furnace) to a
property protected by an ordinance.

Will the Historic District Commission tell me what color to paint my house?
No. The HDC approves applications for permanent work to the exterior such as windows, doors and roofs.
Paint color can be changed.

What is a historic district?

State law defines it as: “an area, or group of areas not necessarily having contiguous boundaries, that contain
one resource or a group of resources that are related by history, architecture, archeology, engineering or
culture.

May we include my farm drive, stand of maple trees and viewshed in the protective ordinance?
Yes. If we have proof through photographs, the 1940 aerials of the county or drawings that the resources are
50 years old or older, we may count them as contributing resources to the historic district.

How long does it take for the study committee to write the historic district study committee report?
Depending on the size of the district and the number of active study committee members, it can take 12-18
months.

What is the county Historic District Commission?

In Washtenaw County, it is a group of seven or nine citizens, appointed by the Washtenaw County Board of
Commissioners, for a term of three years. They act with the full authority of state and local law. THEY ARE
NOT THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

What if | disagree with a decision of the Commission? Anyone who disagrees may appeal the decision to
the State Historic Preservation Review Board by contacting the State Historic Preservation Officer at 517-373-
1630. There will be a formal hearing in Lansing with a recommendation to the Review Board. If the appellant is
still unsatisfied, the matter may be taken to circuit court.

How can | get money for my Historic Preservation Project?

Washtenaw County is a Certified Local Government and may apply yearly for Historic Preservation Fund
dollars. The grant can be in the form of a pass-through or a direct grant. Proof of a 40% match is required for
each request.

Is there anyway | can research my favorite historic properties in the county online?
Yes. Washtenaw County has mapped over 4,000 historic properties with links to survey sheets, sketches and
photos. They are available at http://histweb.ewashtenaw.org.




