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National Register -- Questions & Answers

What is the National Register?

The National Register of Historic Places is the official federal list of properties that are significant in American history, architecture, archeology, and engineering. It contains over 80,000 historic properties located across the United States, and is maintained by the National Park Service, US Department of the Interior.
What sites in Michigan are on the National Register?

All types of sites and properties are represented -- from mansions to prehistoric Native American mounds, auto factories to formally designed parks and cemeteries, metal truss bridges to Upper Peninsula mining sites. In Michigan there are over 1000 individual sites listed on the National Register. A complete listing of National Register sites in Michigan can be obtained from the Michigan State Historic Preservation Office – http://www.michigan.gov/shpo 
Why would someone list their property on the National Register?

While listing on the National Register is primarily an honorary recognition of the historic or architectural significance of a property, owners also list their buildings to qualify for federal and/or state rehabilitation tax credits or grants, most usually for commercial or rental properties.  Listing on the National Register can also help educate the public and change a community's perception of its historic and cultural resources.

Does listing limit an owner's property rights?

Listing in the National Register does not interfere with a private property owner's right to alter, manage or dispose of the listed property. The owner is not required to restore or maintain the property or open it to the public. Local preservation ordinances, where present, may have some implication for a building owner. 

What are the requirements for listing? OR Is my house eligible?

To be eligible for the National Register, a building must: (1) be at least 50 years old, (2) retain its architectural integrity [A rule of thumb: Would the original owner still recognize the building?], and (3) be significant. This significance can be national, state-wide, or even local, but must fall within at least one of the following categories: (A) association with important events, (B) association with significant persons, (C) architectural significance, or (D) archeological significance.

Who can nominate properties to the National Register?

Any interested person can research and nominate any property to the National Register. The legal owner has the right to object to, and prevent, the listing of their private property.

What is the process?

Research and document the property (call and ask for the Intensive Level Survey/Research guide) and submit current photos of the property with your early research results for a preliminary review. Next, prepare the National Register nomination form using the results of your research and documentation and the review suggestions. Coordinate with the local historic preservation commission, if one is present in your area. The completed nomination is then presented to the Board of State History for review. With their approval, it is then submitted to the National Park Service in Washington, DC for a final review. The staff of the State Historic Preservation Office is available to review and direct your research and nomination at any time -- consult with them early. 

Is there money available for restoration?

Limited matching grants are occasionally available for the preservation of properties listed on the National Register – but these grants are competitive. Information is also available about the federal and state rehabilitation investment tax credits. Contact the State Historic Preservation Office for more information.
Where do I go for National Register forms, bulletins, answers, etc.?

NATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS:

National Register of Historic Places

(National Park Service, US Department of the Interior)

http://www.nps.gov/history/nr/ 

National Trust for Historic Preservation 

(Nationwide Non-Profit)

http://www.preservationnation.org/ 

STATE ORGANIZATIONS:

Michigan State Historic Preservation Office

(Governor-appointed Office)

State Historic Preservation Office
Michigan Historical Center
Department of History, Arts and Libraries 

P.O. Box 30740
702 W. Kalamazoo Street 

Lansing, MI 48909-8240

http://www.michigan.gov/shpo 

Telephone: 517-373-1630 

Michigan Historic Preservation Network

(Statewide Non-Profit)

http://www.mhpn.org/ 

107 E. Grand River Avenue
Lansing, MI. 48906
Phone: 517-371-8080
Fax: 517-371-9090
E-mail: info@mhpn.org  

LOCAL CONTACT:

Washtenaw County Government 
(Certified Local Government)

Melissa Milton-Pung

Principal Preservation Planner 
Department of Planning and Environment 
Washtenaw County Government 
705 N. Zeeb Road - P.O. Box 8645, Ann Arbor, Michigan 48107 
(734)222-6878 voice - (734)222-6803 fax 
http://preservation.ewashtenaw.org (  miltonpungm@ewashtenaw.org
