State of Qur.k

Ann Arbor’s built and natural environment sustains us. It is the air we breathe, the water we drink,
and the land we inhabit. Our environment consists of a collection of interconnected systems that
define Ann Arbor. These local systems are embedded in regional, even global processes, expanding the
impact of community activities such as energy consumption or recycling beyond city boundaries.
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Ann Arbor leads in environmental protection CHANGES FOR 2009

The state of our local environment is relatively encouraging. Ann Arbor is at the The 2009 SOE report includes
forefront of numerous areas of environmental protection, including sustainable energy 61 indicators organized around
use, and protection of public health. While there have been areas of improvement, the city’s ten environmental
there’s no ignoring the potential of climate change to negate our local progress. goals. Thirteen NEW indicators
Without diligence on our part to _ _ were developed in the past
anticipate and mitigate those threats, T . Lt two years including: individual
our future quality of life is at risk. For indicators describing the health
its part, the City of Ann Arbor is taking of each of the City’s seven
proactive steps to address those creeksheds, three indicators
broader threats to our environment. describing the urban forest,
And, fortunately, we have a great deal Total Phosphorus Reductions
of influence over many environmental in the Huron River, and Footing
factors that impact our quality of Drain Disconnections. Three
life.  This report addresses those indicators  were  removed
components within the context of the because they did not provide
city’s recently adopted environmental significant  information  on

action plan principles and goals. - T progress toward the City’s
environmental goals: IHicit
Environmental Action Plan Goals Discharges, ~Sidewalks, and

al . limi . . L I q . bi lati Commuting Behavior. Several
° ean Air - Eliminate air toxics, criteria pollutants, and persistent bioaccumulative indicators were combined

toxins (PBT) into one Ecological Diversity
e Clean Water - Ensure safe water for drinking, recreation, other uses, and other jqdicator.

species
e Efficient Mobility - Provide infrastructure and policies for efficient modes of V'S't_ the website for a
transportation detailed assessment of all 61

. . . . environmental indicators.
e Health-Promoting Urban Environment - Ensure that the built environment

promotes public health and improvements to the natural environment

e Local Food Sufficiency - Conserve, protect, and restore local agriculture and
aquaculture resources

e Responsible Resource Use - Produce zero waste

e Safe Community - Eliminate damage to public health and property from natural
and other hazards

e Stable Climate - Eliminate net greenhouse gas emissions and other destabilizing

The complete State of Our

climate impacts Environment report can be
e Sustainable Energy - Use 100% renewable energy found at
e Viable Ecosystems - Conserve, protect, & restore aquatic & terrestrial ecosystems www.a2gov.org/soe.

INSIDE: Environmental indicators BACK COVER: Recent Initiatives
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Recent Initiatives

The City of Ann Arbor is a leader in community sustainability, developing progressive policies and implementing
measures to protect our natural environment’s air, land, water and people. The following examples highlight some
of the City’s recent environmental milestones. With your help, we can protect our spot on the big blue dot!

Energy

e Green Energy Challenge to increase city-wide renewable o

energy use (ongoing)
e Residential solar potential mapping (2008)
e Selected as a Department of Energy Solar City
e 5,000 Solar Roofs Initiative (ongoing)
e Washtenaw County Wind Project (ongoing)
e LED Street Lighting Pilot (ongoing)
e Biodiesel Plant Feasibility Study (completed)
e |CLEI Cities for Climate Protection (ongoing)
e Green Energy Map (ongoing)
e Biodigester Feasibility Study (completed)

Water

e Drinking water exceeds federal standards (ongoing)
Huron River and Impoundment Management Plan

Recycling, Reuse, and Solid Waste

Recycling plant nearly doubles capacity (2008)

e New curbside compost carts (2008)

e New Transfer Station (2007)

e Expanded Compost Processing Facility (2007)

e Expanded recycling services to City businesses (2007)
e Compost Pilot Program Information (2007)

Land Use and Development

e A2D2: Ann Arbor Discovers Downtown development
recommendations (ongoing)

e Detention Pond Survey (ongoing)

e Green Belt Strategic Plan and Advisory Committee
(ongoing)

e Tree Replanting following Emerald Ash Borer (ongoing)

e Three approved Brownfield cleanup projects (ongoing)

(ongoing)
e A2H20 - Only Tap Water Delivers - reusable bottles
(2007)

e Rain Barrels and Rain Gardens (2007)

e Phosphorus-free Fertilizer Ordinance (2007)
e Huron River aquatic vegetation study (2007)
¢ Flood Mitigation Plan (2007)

e Water Treatment Facilities and Water Resources Master
Plan (2006)

e Footing Drain Disconnect Program (ongoing)
e Stormwater Rates Study (2007)
e Stormwater GIS and Hydraulic Modeling (ongoing)

Parks and Recreation

e Parks, Recreation and Open Space plan (2006)
e Adopt-a-Park program established (2006)

e Frog, salamander and toad survey (ongoing)

Transportation

¢ Non-motorized Transportation Plan (2007)

e Ann Arbor to Detroit Rapid Transit Study with SEMCOG
(ongoing)

e Updating Comprehensive Transportation Plan (ongoing)

e Model for Mobility - regional alternative transportation
vision (ongoing)

e A2D2: Comprehensive Parking Study (ongoing)

The complete State of Our Environment, can be found online: www.a2gov.org/soe. Check the Web site for more infor-
mation on these efforts and a 2007 assessment of more than 50 environmental indicators.



