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CCWC Funder’s Committee Meeting /Funder’s Forum 
Tuesday, December 16, 2008 
3:30- 5:00 pm 
Ann Arbor Area Community Foundation 



Present: 

David Behen, Peg Talburtt, Martha Bloom, Deb Jackson, Susan 




McGraw, Phil D’ Anieri, Mary Jo Callan, Kevin Mitchell, 



Michelle Tansy (attending for Cynthia Travis)

Members Absent:
Jayne Miller, Kathy Reynolds, Sandy Rupp, Cynthia Travis
I.
 Nonprofit Standards and Best Practices


Deb Jackson presented the standards and best practices funding eligibility requirements the 
Funder’s Forum subcommittee created 11 months ago.  She mentioned United Was has 
implemented these and expanded the list for agencies receiving grant funding.  She also 
included an updated funding spreadsheet (MOU Document Verification) for nonprofits which 
identify agencies have the required documents and verifications for the standards.  The United 
Way expects all agencies to be in compliance with the new standards by June of 2009.


The Funder’s Forum group agreed to review the standards and take them back to our respective 
agencies for review and possible adoption by the February Funder’s meeting. 


One question brought forth focused on Community Development and the Housing Alliance 
standards which have been adopted.  The standards from the Housing Alliance and those 
the Funder’s are considering to adopt may conflict with one another. Mary Jo Callan will 
review and update the group during the next meeting on this issue.  

II. 
Susan McGraw presented a combined work plan demonstrating the Funder’s Forum and 
CCWC Funder’s committee overlap in functions between the groups.  The handout and 
discussion went well with the group deciding to combine the committees with a temporary



merged title called the CCWC Funder’s Committee / Funder’s Forum.  This title will remain 
until the larger group decides which name they would like to go forward with.  The new 
combined committee will meet on every month on the third Tuesday at 3:30 PM.  The meeting 
location will remain at the Ann Arbor Area Community Foundation.  

III. 
Pfizer funding updates



Phil D’ Anieri updated the Funder’s Committee on the remaining Pfizer funding the 
Community Foundation is managing. The Ann Arbor Area Community Foundation announced 
it will invest the Pfizer Foundation’s $1 million gift to the community in three strategic 
initiatives and in a small number of competitive “Big Idea” grants to local nonprofit 
organizations. February 4th of 2009 the RFP for the “big idea” will be open for grant 
applications. Please speak with Phil before creating an application. 


The three strategic priorities are for the funding are: 


• Ypsilanti: Washtenaw County’s most challenged economy is also home to


several compelling initiatives aimed at boosting its economic, cultural, and


educational vibrancy. AAACF has identified four of these efforts that will be


evaluated for a potential partnership: the Early College Alliance; Eastern


Michigan University’s Culture Zone; SPARK East; and the Ypsilanti


Freighthouse.


• Arts and Culture: The area’s cultural scene is one of its most valuable assets,


enriching not only our quality of life but our economic attractiveness and


educational excellence. AAACF will strengthen the Arts Alliance of the Ann


Arbor Area in order to improve the arts and culture sector of the county,


guided by the recommendations of the Washtenaw Cultural Plan.


• Early Childhood Development: Washtenaw County’s community leaders


have made a firm commitment to preparing all young children to succeed


when they enter school based on the clear findings that investment in young


children today pays off in success for those individuals in the future. AAACF


will collaborate with Washtenaw Success by 6, A Great Start Initiative, to


bolster the community’s commitment to this top priority


IV.
Organizational survey for nonprofits


The group discussed a need to gather information on the health of nonprofit agencies during 
these difficult economic times.  Peg will work with Phil to design questions that may possibly be
administered on survey monkey or communitygrants.org site to nonprofit organizations. 

V. 
Other business


A)
The United Way is hosting an informational session with nonprofits on January 21, 


2009 from 8:30 am to 10:30 am.   Deb encouraged funders to attend and hear the 











concerns of the nonprofit agencies in our area.  Deb will send out an invitation 



outlining the meeting with the ability for people to sign up as a co-host to the event. 


B) 
Phil D’ Anieri suggested the each funder spend 3 or 4 minutes speaking about what type 

of programs each of us fund, restrictions, and the funding source at the next meeting.  


The specific questions for this will be designed by Susan and Deb.  Kevin Mitchell will 


send the questions out to the group as a reminder before the next meeting.  

NEXT MEETING:


The next CCWC Funder’s Committee / Funder’s Forum is scheduled for Tuesday, January 20, 
2009 at the Ann Arbor Area Community Foundation.  The meeting will begin at 3:30 pm.  












