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Washtenaw County

Department of Planning & Environment

Planning Advisory Board

Meeting Minutes

Monday, October 22, 2007
Members Present

Bobrin, Dries, Gray, Grewal, Kelly, Lewis, Lovejoy-Roe, Meyer, Solowczuk, Walz

Members Absent
Sizemore, Smith, Williams
Staff Present

Dale, Denig, Kowalski, Lenart, Roby, VanDerworp 

Guests Present 

Keven Mosley-Koehler, Jennifer Hall, Mary Beth Lampe, Kim Clugston, Val Askew, Kelly Murdock, Adreanne Waller, Kate Warner, Kim Wraight
Call to Order and Roll Call

Grewal called the meeting to order at 6:06 p.m. Roll Call was taken and quorum was met.  

Approval of Minutes
Solowczuk moved to approve the minutes from September 24, 2007, Lewis seconded and the motion carried.

Approval of Agenda
Kelly moved to approve the agenda with the proposed change, Solowczuk seconded and the motion carried.  

Public Comment – none
Report of the Chair – none 
Old Business 

Community Survey Resource Paper
Dale asked for commentary on the revised version of the Resource paper, and Grewal suggested including a stated purpose outlining reasons to conduct a survey.  PAB members agreed.


PAB Membership Changes
Grewal updated the PAB on membership changes, and stated that a resolution should be going before the BOC at the November meeting.  The new membership will include members of regional planning groups, including CAPT/DART, SWWCOG, SSC, WMA and more.  There will be two representatives from Ann Arbor SPARK, WATS and the Urban Collaborative, as well as two Public representatives.  It was suggested that membership include legislative or lobbyist representation, and that there should be a clause allowing an alternate to be selected if a member becomes overcommitted and cannot attend on a regular basis.  The resolution is still in a draft version, and it will be sent out to the PAB before it is sent to the BOC for final approval.  
New Business –
Community Development Housing Needs Assessment Presentation
Jennifer Hall of Community Development, a joint office between Washtenaw County and the City of Ann Arbor, and Kim Wraight of Washtenaw County GIS gave a presentation on the Housing Needs Assessment.  The presentation included an overview of demographic data and its relation to the provision of adequate housing in Washtenaw County.  She discussed the Washtenaw County Community Development mapping website, developed through GIS, that is available at housing.ewashtenaw.org and includes various layers of mapping that can be utilized by housing and service providers.  The mapping system differs from the already available Map Washtenaw system, as it includes information on the City of Ann Arbor and several census/demographics-based layers that are not included with Map Washtenaw, as well as being updated by the Local Units of Government (LUGs) nightly.  
Washtenaw County Health Improvement Plan Presentation
Keven Mosley-Koehler and Adreanne Waller of Public Health gave a presentation on the Health Improvement Plan (HIP), including partnerships, the history and creation of the plan through telephone surveys, objectives for the year 2020 and strategies to achieve those objectives.  There are three focus areas for the plan: Healthy Eating, Physical Activity and Tobacco Prevention.  The 2005 HIP Survey data can be found at hip.ewashtenaw.org.  Adreanne Waller also discussed the Community Based Health Intervention plan, and listed projects that are being done in conjunction with Planning and Environment, including the Smart Growth initiative, HIP involvement with Master Plan updates, and Dick Fleece’s involvement with the HIP coordinating committee.  
Gravel Road Study Resource Paper
Denig stated that staff is open to comments on the resource paper, and noted that it is in a very early draft stage at this point.  Staff will continue to work on it with the next step to solicit input from the Washtenaw County Road Commission and Washtenaw Area Transportation Study, and will bring it back to the PAB when it has been revised.  
Report of the Director of Planning & Environment – none 
Other Items for Discussion 

Public Policy News
Denig updated the PAB on House Bill 5032, which involves Consolidated Zoning Legislation and cleans up the terminology to make it clearer.  She also noted that House Bill 4254, involving Wind Energy Zoning, and House Bill 4105, involving Commerce Centers (to bring development back into urban areas, following the State of Maryland model), may be of interest to the PAB.  
LUG Annual Workshop
Denig stated that the workshop will be on November 29, and that the theme will be “What can we do for you?”  She passed out a draft version of the agenda and said that Andrea Brown, executive Director of the Michigan Association of Planning, will begin the workshop with a presentation on “the vision for planning in the State of Michigan.”  A save the date card will be sent out in the next week, and the workshop will run from 7-9 p.m., most likely at Weber’s.  Denig also requested that PAB members volunteer to work on the program, and Bobrin, Lovejoy-Roe, Kelly and Walz volunteered.
Committee Reports – none 
Public Comment – none
Adjourn

Lovejoy Roe motioned to adjourn at 8:04 p.m., Solowczuk seconded.

The next regular meeting is scheduled for November 26, 2007 at 6:00 p.m. in the MSU lower level Conference Room.

