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Washtenaw County

Department of Planning & Environment

Planning Advisory Board

Meeting Minutes

Monday, July 23, 2007
Members Present

Dries, Grewal, Kelly, Lewis, Lovejoy-Roe, Meyer, Solowczuk, Walz, Williams
Members Absent
Bobrin, Gray, Sizemore, Smith
Staff Present

Dale, Denig, Kowalski, Lenart, VanDerworp
Guests Present 
Terri Blackmore of WATS, Jerry Rowe of SEMCOG 
Call to Order and Roll Call

Grewal called the meeting to order at 6:06 p.m. Roll Call was taken and quorum was met.  Grewal asked that the “Update on Public Transit Initiative Presentation” be moved up in the agenda.
Update on Public Transit Initiatives Presentation

Jerry Rowe of SEMCOG discussed the Ann Arbor-Detroit Regional Rail Initiative.  He stated that rapid transit will be introduced, and that Washtenaw County, Wayne County and communities in between are all part of the corridor partnership.  The project was seeking federal funding, but there was not a sufficient ridership forecast to qualify for federal funding.  There is therefore now a “startup” project to introduce the rapid transit service as well as to document ridership, hopefully to get federal funding in the future.  Amtrak has agreed to provide service in addition to its usual Chicago-Detroit service, with up to fifteen trips per day.  They have also been working with Conrail, Norfolk Southern and Canadian National to ensure their participation in the project.  It looks as if service on the corridor could begin within two years, which would be about six months after an infrastructure and scheduling agreement would be reached with the three additional train companies.  MDOT will be the lead agency for the project, but Amtrak will provide the service.  The project is still in the process stage.  
Dries asked about transportation from the stops to areas of interest, and Rowe stated that they are working with the Ann Arbor Transportation Authority (AATA), and that while three active stations (Ann Arbor, Detroit and Dearborn) are currently planned to be included on the rail, hopefully two additional stations (Ypsilanti and Westland) will eventually be included as well.  Walz asked whether subsidy would be required from Local Units of Government (LUGs), and Rowe stated that it would be seeking local funding commitments to help achieve the 50/50 match required by some federal programs.  

Terri Blackmore gave a slideshow presentation on the North-South Rail Plan, known as “Wally,” which will provide rail service from Howell to northern Ann Arbor (Plymouth and Barton), although hopefully it will soon stretch into downtown Ann Arbor.  The service will hopefully begin by October of this year.  Great Lakes Central Railroad is a very willing provider with rail stock.  They have applied for $1 million in Federal and CSP grant funding.  The capital outlay appears to be around $2.9 million and the operating costs $4.9 million for year one.  The project has support from several congressmen and women in state and federal government, as well as from WATS, TRU, SEMCOG, MDOT and AATA.  The University of Michigan has committed to paying for faculty/staff fares in the first year of service, as has the EPA.  
Some benefits from the rail will likely include economic development, cost savings for the riders, reduction in air pollution and fuel use, reduction in need for parking, and improved safety.  The cost per rider will be about $145/month from Howell, and they currently estimate that there will be around 1700 riders per day.  Blackmore will get brochures to Patricia Denig for distribution to PAB members.
Approval of Minutes
Solowczuk moved to approve the minutes, Meyer seconded and the motion carried.
Approval of Agenda
Solowczuk moved to approve the agenda with the proposed change of moving the Transportation Presentation up, Kelly seconded and the motion carried.  
Public Comment – none
Report of the Chair 
Chair Grewal thanked members of the PAB who completed the survey that was sent out with this month’s packets.  
Old Business 
Resource Paper – Private Onsite Community Sewer Systems (POCSS)

Denig stated that the paper had been altered slightly to reflect the PAB’s desire to provide a less negatively biased view of the POCSSs, and will be made public if there are no more changes proposed by the PAB.  Kelly asked how the resource paper would be publicized, and Denig replied that it would be posted as part of the toolkit online, with an e-mail including a link to the toolkit sent to Local Units of Government, Township supervisors and clerks, and everyone on local Planning Commissions.  
New Business –
P.A. 116 Application
· York Township 116-PAB-843-2007

Anya Dale of Washtenaw County Planning & Environment discussed a 33-acre farm in York Township, the Schettenhelm Farm, which is considered essential/primary agricultural land surrounded by active agriculture.  There are several other PA 116 parcels nearby, and therefore it is unlikely that there will be development pressure placed on the parcel.  The Township is recommending that the PA 116 application be approved; Solowczuk motioned that the PAB support the recommendation from York Township, Kelly supported and the motion carried.
· Manchester Township 116-PAB-844-2007

Dale discussed an 80-acre farm in Manchester Township, the Grossman Farm, which maintains consistent agriculture.  It has agricultural and residential designation and is surrounded by active agriculture, with PA 166- designated properties bordering the corners.  Lovejoy-Roe motioned that the PAB support the recommendation for approval from Manchester Township, Williams supported and the motion carried.
Economic Development and Successful Communities Presentation
Tony VanDerworp, Director of Washtenaw County Planning & Environment, gave a slideshow presentation on the research he has been doing on Economic Development for the County – expanding far beyond his original focus on budget.  He has conducted interviews with various community leaders, and has been trying to focus on addressing issues that can prevent crises from happening, instead of the current trend of focusing on resolving symptoms of crises.  He noted that the County needs infill development, for example, and that research has shown that recognizable downtowns are more attractive to potential residents.  He is working on scopes of work around land use; the hope is to redo the Comprehensive Plan and add components to look at infill development and “C-level talent” in a new way. 
Solowczuk noted that barriers between LUGs need to be brought down, and Walz noted that, in the job creation discussion, technology has been the focus while some types of employment have been ignored.  VanDerworp said that he would continue to focus on initiatives and challenges, and that he will bring back scopes of work around Land Use to the PAB.  Kelly suggested including this information at the LUG workshop in October.  Grewal suggested that this be an ongoing conversation.  
PAB Retreat Discussion
Results of the survey sent out with the PAB packets were discussed; Denig stated that the purpose is to look at the role that the PAB will play in the County, leadership opportunities, policy goals, and what sort of membership can best serve those functions.  
PAB members generally agreed that membership should be addressed at the retreat, including the idea that the PAB has changed and developed in the past three years and therefore may not need the same type of representation to continue.  The Comprehensive Plan should also be discussed, as well as the way in which the PAB handles advocacy and whether the BOC should also be addressing that aspect.  There may be challenges as far as trust issues between the LUGs and County go, but recent developments (i.e. the creation of a Joint Planning Commission for SWWCOG) may indicate that people are more willing to work together.  There should also be a discussion about regional work and who is responsible for endorsing the ideals that the PAB is pursuing.
It was decided by a show of hands that the retreat will take place on a weekday morning, finished by noon.  Denig will send out several proposed dates, check availability for locations, and asks that PAB members respond soon with both their preferences and answers to the survey questions, as the retreat will take place before the next PAB meeting.  
Report of the Director of Planning & Environment – none 
Other Items for Discussion 

Public Policy News


Renewable Energy
· Report Calls for $200M for Renewable Energy
· Report Shows Savings, Jobs from Renewable Power

Supreme Court Decision: Refusal to Rezone no Violation

Other News
$86,000 was allocated for a windpower study, but it may not end up costing that much to conduct, in which case additional funds would be credited back.  If the study does not appear to be headed in a positive direction after six months, it will be abandoned and the money returned.  It will go for RFP in the next week weeks, possible sites are being researched and the anemometer will hopefully be going up soon.
Committee Reports 

Denig stated that the Study Committee Report for the East Delhi Bridge, which would establish it as a Historic Resource, will be going before the Board of Commissioners on August 1. 
Public Comment – none
Adjourn

Solowczuk motioned to adjourn at 8:10pm, Kelly seconded.
The next regular meeting is scheduled for August 27, 2007 at 6:00 p.m. in the MSU lower level Conference Room.
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