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Washtenaw County

Department of Planning & Environment

Planning Advisory Board

Meeting Minutes

Monday, September 24, 2007
Members Present

Bobrin, Dries, Gray, Grewal, Kelly, Lewis, Lovejoy-Roe, Meyer, Solowczuk, Walz

Members Absent
Sizemore, Smith, Williams
Staff Present

Brinkman, Dale, Denig, Fike, Kowalski, Score 

Guests Present 

Don Pennington
Call to Order and Roll Call

Grewal called the meeting to order at 6:08 p.m. Roll Call was taken and quorum was met.  

Approval of Minutes
Solowczuk moved to approve the minutes with the correction of a typo on page 3, Lovejoy-Roe seconded and the motion carried.

Approval of Agenda
Grewal asked that the two presentations scheduled under “New Business” be moved back in the agenda, under “Other Items for Discussion.”  Bobrin moved to approve the agenda with the proposed change, Solowczuk seconded and the motion carried.  

Public Comment – none
Report of the Chair – none 
Old Business – none 
New Business –
Master Plan Review – Saline Township Master Plan Update
A. Dale of Planning & Environment discussed the Master Plan Update, stating that the Master Plan is consistent with the County Comprehensive Plan, with the inclusion of an Urban Service District and Agricultural Preservation.  The only suggestions for change were that the number of dwellings per acre in the Master Plan could be changed to 6, from the current 2-4 to be consistent with the County Comprehensive Plan and that environmental conservation areas could be added to the map.  There are some additional suggestions from the Department of Planning & Environment, Public Health, Drain Commission and Washtenaw Area Transportation Study included in staff reports.  Don Pennington, representing Saline Township, stated that the Master Plan update should preserve the integrity of the Township.  B. Lewis noted that it was unclear who had submitted the last set of commentary, and P. Denig stated that it is possible to request that WATS resubmit the commentary on letterhead.  Solowczuk moved that the PAB recommend the changes to the Board of Commissioners, Walz seconded and the motion carried.  
Report of the Director of Planning & Environment – none 
Other Items for Discussion 

PAB Retreat Follow-up 
M. Grewal stated that the minutes from the retreat are included in this month’s agenda packet, and that she had met with Patricia Denig and Tony VanDerworp to discuss the retreat.  From the retreat, it was clear that membership needs to be the first thing addressed, and that most PAB members agree that there needs to be an increase in participation from Local Units of Government.  M. Walz noted that there are currently 4 members of the Board of Commissioners on the PAB, and asked if the Chair felt that it was necessary to have that many BOC representatives.  Grewal noted that one of the BOC members, Conan Smith, is actually representing Parks and Recreation, and that Tony VanDerworp feels that three BOC members is a good number.  J. Bobrin stated that she feels that she can work in an advisory capacity through staff, just as other County departments do, and therefore does not feel that she needs to continue as a member of the PAB – that vacancy could go to someone who does not have those alternative means of communication.  M. Grewal also noted that the PAB was originally created to create a Comprehensive Plan, and now that it has been created the PAB must decide what their charge is.  M. Grewal will speak with other members of the BOC before terms expire at the end of the year.  Vacancies will be advertised in the local paper before that time.
Community Survey Resource Paper
A. Dale stated that the Resource Paper was created to give local Townships an idea of how to create a successful Community Survey.  The Resource Paper combines examples of successful surveys, and was provided to Lodi and Dexter Townships.  Officials from those townships found it helpful.  Dale stated that she would like to see the paper posted in the Planning Toolkit so that others can also benefit, and that this is only the starting point for a continually improved document.  Grewal suggested including “rules for good surveys” for creating a successful survey and a table of different methods of surveying and why you would use one over others.  Kelly suggested estimating costs (postage, etc.) and including that information as well.
Update on FSEP Program
Mike Score and Jennifer Fike of the Food Systems Economic Partnership (FSEP) and MSU Extension explained the background of the FSEP program, highlighting the reasons that FSEP was formed in 2005, as well as some of the accomplishments that they have made in the past two years.  The purpose of FSEP is to help farmers support themselves financially, helping them to sell their products directly to consumers.  The program works with five counties in Southeast Michigan: Washtenaw, Lenawee, Jackson, Wayne and Monroe.  Some of the program’s accomplishments in the last two years include completion of a survey and literature review on regional grain processing, expanded purchase of local food, the establishment of a youth entrepreneurship training program, the expansion on Monroe County greenhouse business, an online farm directory, Eastern Market redevelopment, and several research programs and business plans.  Goals, future projects and current projects include Research and Development programs, Business Innovation and Networking projects, Education and Outreach for Change programs, and the Farm-To-School Demonstration Project, which brings locally grown foods to area schools for consumption on special themed days.  Additionally, FSEP is a finalist for a NACo Sustainable Communities award, the results of which will be announced on October 1.  M. Score thanked the PAB for their initial support of the FSEP vision, and stated that he would appreciate their continued support.  PAB members expressed their enthusiasm for and interest in the project, and noted that discussion with congressional representatives and other legislators could be instrumental in increasing funding.
Update on County PDR Program
Terry Brinkman of the Department of Planning Services gave a PowerPoint presentation on updates to the Purchase of Development Rights (PDR) program, through the development on an Urban Cooperation Agreement.  He explained the history of the program, including the point system for qualification for the Michigan Agricultural Preservation Fund (MAPF).  There have been several informational and productive meetings on Intergovernmental Cooperation on PDR, as well as meetings of the Agricultural Lands Preservation Committee (ALPAC).  Two new townships, Bridgewater and Superior, have joined through the UCA and four joined through resolutions – Freedom, Lima, Lodi and Northfield.  Washtenaw County was one of six counties to be awarded a MAPF grant for 2006, and purchased the development rights to the Trinkle property with those funds.  
Annual PAB Local Government Workshop
P. Denig discussed the theme for the Local Government Workshop, which at this theme is “Comprehensive Plan: Four Years Later” and distributed a copy of the draft agenda to the PAB.  P. Denig then asked for input on what should be included in the workshop, including accomplishments and changes.  PAB members stated that the theme should be altered to attract more LUG participation.  C. Dries and P. Kelly noted that this workshop needs to be marketed more toward the LUGs, giving them a reason to attend (a “how we can help you” approach).  M. Walz also noted that transportation is a common problem, and K. Lovejoy Roe suggested bringing up the Planning Toolkit and what needs to be added to it.  P. Denig reminded the PAB that the workshop will likely be held at the end of November, and suggested creating a PAB subcommittee to figure it out.  It was decided that she will e-mail PAB members with information and receive input in that way, and will bring a more complete agenda to the next PAB meeting.
Public Policy News
P. Denig distributed a handout on Public Acts 63 (regarding consolidation of services for Intermediate School Districts) and 61 (regarding Neighborhood Improvement Authorities) and House Bill 5100 (regarding renewable energy).  M. Grewal also noted that a proposed House Bill on Wind Power is coming up through the Legislature.  
A. Dale said that the Washtenaw County Public Health Department would like to give a presentation on the Health Improvement Plan, and PAB members were supportive of their attendance at the next PAB meeting.  

Committee Reports – none 
Public Comment – none
Adjourn

Solowczuk motioned to adjourn at 8:25pm, Gray seconded.

The next regular meeting is scheduled for October 22, 2007 at 6:00 p.m. in the MSU lower level Conference Room.

