Washtenaw County Historic District Commission
STAFF REPORT to the PLANNING ADVISORY BOARD
February 2008
Conant Farm Historic District Study Committee Preliminary Report

The Conant Farm Local Historic District Study Committees Preliminary Report is submitted to the PAB for review.  This proposed local historic district is a 70 acre farmstead located at 5683 and 5671 Napier Road in Salem Township. It consists of two early nineteenth century farmhouses and over a dozen agricultural outbuildings/objects. 

According to the study committee report, the Conant Farm, with houses, outbuildings, and farm lanes still intact, is representative of the mid-twentieth century truck farm as it evolved from an early nineteenth century homestead to an early to mid-twentieth century dairy farm.  The pastoral setting evokes the nineteenth to mid-twentieth century rural landscape and serves as a significant backdrop to the agricultural heritage portrayed by historic resources on the farmstead.   The farm’s history mirrors that of many family-owned farms that operated in the rural areas surrounding the growing population of southeast Michigan.  In addition, it also portrays aspects of the early settlement era (1830s) when small, one-and-one half story timber frame homes were built in the Greek Revival style; and of the 1940s period when the development of the Willow Run Bomber Plant to the south necessitated the removal of the some of the farm structures to the current site. This report determines that the Conant Farm is eligible for historic designation under National Register Criterion A, for its “character, interest, or value as part of the development, heritage, or cultural characteristics of the community, state, or country (Agriculture).”
This report was presented before the Washtenaw County Historic District Commission at their February 14 meeting, and was received favorably. This report will also be published on the web and distributed to other commenting government bodies included but not limited to the Michigan State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO), the Michigan Historical Commission (MHC) and the Salem Township Board of Trustees. A public hearing will take place later this spring, likely in late April, in accordance with PA 169: The Local Historic Districts Act. 
Comments from the PAB are invited on or before April 14, 2008.
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