
Lawrence Kestenbaum, Clerk/Register of Deeds 

THE LAMP: NEWS FROM THE COUNTY CLERK 

Thanks and congratulations to everyone on the smooth election 
last Tuesday (May 2). 
  
As you know, the State also chose May 2 as the day to an-
nounce the decision on the HAVA machines for disabled voters, 
a day on which most clerks were busy running elections.  Under 
federal deadlines, these machines will be in every Michigan 
polling place in August. 
  
I myself have not seen the AutoMARK machine yet, but if it 
lives up to preliminary reports, it shouldn’t be a big problem for 
precinct workers or municipal clerks.  The machine is basically 
a “high-tech pencil” for disabled voters to mark their ballots via 
touch screen, earphones, foot pedals, sip/puff straws, etc. 
  
Disabled voters will receive a regular ballot, which will be in-
serted into the AutoMARK for the voter to make choices.  When 
the voter is done, the ballot will go back into a privacy sleeve 
and be fed into the tabulator, the same as all other ballots. 
  
And this “pencil” only weighs 42 pounds. 
  
Election officials all over the state (and nation) are coping with 
these same issues and similar machinery mandated by federal 
law.  Whatever challenges we face, we will not be alone. 
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From Our Office 

The Lamp is sent the first full week of each month by the Washtenaw County Clerk/Register’s Office.  
Please direct any questions or comments regarding the newsletter to yankeem@ewashtenaw.org. 

State Election News 

More State News:  Election News, Issue #32 

May 

 
16  -  By 4PM, Primary Election  
          filing deadline 
22  -  Close of books for post- 
          election campaign reports 
24  -  Clerk’s Association Meeting 
          at 11:30AM, Ann Arbor 
         Township Hall 
29  -  Memorial Day, Office closed 
30  -  Wording for ballot proposals 
          in August Primary certified 
          to county and local clerks 
 

June 
 
01  -  Post-election campaign 
         finance reports due 
 

Legislative Updates 
 

HB 4755  -  School Board and 
                   Village Elections 
HB 6022  -  Inactive voters and 
                   those who moved 

Dates To Remember... 

Canvass of Elections:  The Washtenaw County Board of Can-
vassers certified the May elections on Monday, May 8. Updated 
“official” election results can be found on our web site at http://
election.ewashtenaw.org/may2006/indexreport.html. Certified 
copies of each of your jurisdiction’s canvasses will be mailed to 
you this week. Included in this mailing will be a list of errors and 
omissions (i.e. no seal numbers recorded, no signatures, incorrect 
vote totals) that the Board of Canvassers recorded and requested 
that we forward to each jurisdiction for review. 

Election Reimbursement:  Election reimbursement requests for the May 2, 2006 elections are 
due to the Washtenaw County Clerk/Register’s Office by June 1, 2006. The reimbursement 
claim form is available at: 
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/Reimburse_Claim_Form_116701_7.pdf.  
More detailed information regarding the reimbursement process will be sent via email this week. 

See the attached document (May06-State.pdf) for information, 
from the State, on the new AutoMARK machine. 
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