
 

WASHTENAW COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 

WORKING SESSION 
 

February 5, 2009 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chair Ping at 6:30 p.m. in the Board Room, Administration Building, 220 North 
Main Street, Ann Arbor, Michigan. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Comms. Gunn, Irwin, Judge, Ouimet, Ping, Prater, Schwartz, Sizemore, and Smith 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT: Comms. Bergman and Peterson 
 
OTHERS PRESENT:: County Administrator Robert Guenzel; Verna McDaniel and David Behen, Deputy 

County Administrators; Bob Tetens, Parks and Recreation; Ken Schrader, ITS; 
Caryette Fenner, CSTS; Joanna Bidlack, Administration; Jason Brooks, Clerk’s 
Office; various citizens; and members of the press.    

 
Roll Call 
 
Citizen Participation 
None 
 
Commissioner Follow-Up to Citizen Participation 
None 
 
Discussion Items: 
Road Commission Presentation 
David Rutledge and Steve Puuri presented the Road Commission Informational Update (On file in County Clerk's 
office). Roy Townsend reported on Road Commission projects (On file in flyer in County Clerk's office). Townsend 
reported on the 2009 Proposed Stimulus Package projects (map on file in County Clerk's office).  
 
Comm. Ouimet stated that the Dexter Main Street Bridge is going to be beautiful.  He asked for an update on the East 
Delhi Bridge.  Townsend reported that abutments had to be removed and steel piling had to be driven in and 
excavating had to take place.  He described other issues that have come up with the bridge.  Comm. Ouimet asked 
for a best estimate on completion.  Townsend reported that he hopes it will be reopened in early June.  Comm. 
Ouimet asked how much the river came down in size at the Dexter Main Street Bridge location.  Townsend reported 
that it has gone from 50-60 feet down to 10-12 feet.  
 
Comm. Smith stated that a slide on discussion of inflationary increases would be helpful.  He asked about some of 
the other impacts of the budget crisis.  Puuri reported that salt, fuel, steel, and vehicle costs have gone up.  He stated 
that he feels that the Road Commission has gotten a grasp on health care for employees.  Puuri reported that 
inflation has gone up 6.2%.  Comm. Smith stated that there is still urban sprawl pressure.  Comm. Smith asked about 
what the Road Commission could do to urban sprawl and asked about funds being put toward preservation.  Comm. 
Smith reported on the failure of the Judd Road Bridge project.  He asked about the Road Commissioners driving land 
use planning.  Comm. Smith also asked about construction planning and enhancements for biking and walking.  
David Rutledge stated that the Road Commission is currently reactive.  He reported that he would be willing to listen 
about how the Commission could become proactive on how urban development is handled.  Rutledge stated that the 
Road Commission can advocate for things like bike baths.  He stated that there needs to be a coalescing of planning 
in the County.  Fuller reported that he feels Washtenaw County is doing a good job of trying to get ahead of that 
sprawl.  Fuller reported on joint planning efforts on the west side of the County.  Puuri reported that the projects 
presented provide and insight to spending by the Road Commission.  Puuri reported that more right of way is needed 
on many of the two lane roads in Washtenaw County.  Puuri reported that about 10 miles of new subdivision roads 

 



 

comes into the system per year. Comm. Smith stated that that it may be necessary to make new expansion 
responsible for the maintenance of new roads.  Fuller reported that there are many townships already hard at work on 
many of these issues.  Comm. Smith asked if it would be worthwhile to have a Road Commission spot on the 
Planning Commission.  Rutledge stated that he would have more information by April. 
 
Comm. Judge thanked the Road Commission for their work so far.  She asked how the Road Commission takes a 
project from study to completion.  She asked about improvement of the State Street corridor.  Puuri stated that not all 
projects are equal.  He stated that the asset management program evolves each year.  Puuri added that 
engagements of larger issues are going on currently.  He stated that traffic counting and availing plans to 
communities are the start.  He added that large projects go from a 25 year plan to being brought into a three year 
plan depending on federal funding.  Townsend stated that the State Street corridor is in SEMCOG's long range plan.  
He added that early planning and engineering is the next step along with environmental assessment.  Comm. Judge 
stated that she would like to get to the next stage of environmental assessment.  She asked about safety concerns 
and why they are not put to the next spot on the list.  Doug Fuller stated that work will be done with the FAA.  He 
stated that money may be available through the FAA.  
 
Comm. Prater asked about local roads and the preservation maintenance plan.  He asked where the Road 
Commission is going with gravel roads.  Puuri stated that townships are met with each year and a list is generated.  
He added that 90% of the data collection is complete.  Puuri stated that a menu of options for townships to consider 
is developed and decisions are then left up to the township.  Rutledge stated that there is no standard for soft roads 
and added that developing a uniform standard would be helpful.  He stated that he would like to see this become and 
ongoing discussion.  Comm. Prater stated that each township is going to have to understand that there must be 
changes in the funding formula or a lot of this work will have to be done locally.  He stated that many of these areas 
are low volume traffic.  He stated that it is critical to get this information out to townships.  Comm. Prater stated that 
primary roads cannot be overlooked.  He stated that he feels that the Road Commission may be grinding down some 
of the primary roads unless funding is found somewhere.  
 
Comm. Irwin asked what the policy is regarding the inclusion of new bike lanes in a project.  Puuri reported that the 
Road Commission has been engaged with WATS for many years.  He stated that he looks at the countywide plan 
and match it to funding available.  Townsend reported that all federal aid projects over the last ten years have 
received bike lanes.  Comm. Irwin asked about the Road Commission role in engaging MDOT for use of stimulus 
dollars.  Puuri stated that the urban area will likely get on the order of $3 million and the urban about $500,000.  He 
added that the standard allocation of federal dollars will go toward resurfacing.  David Rutledge stated that the group 
of state road commissions is actively engaged with MDOT.  Townsend reported that he is not sure what is on the 
MDOT list but it could be about $2 million.  Comm. Irwin asked how the Board could help the Road Commission 
influence MDOT.  Townsend stated that the Board could help obtain the list of projects submitted by MDOT.  Comm. 
Irwin asked about the use of enhancement dollars and if the Road Commission has any idea on how to be first in line 
for the enhancement dollars.  Puuri stated that these are often high dollar matching amounts.  He added that it is hard 
to get the word out to the community when the target is not known.  Townsend stated that the Platt Road Greenway 
project could be a potential project.  He discussed other projects that could get stimulus dollars.  Comm. Irwin stated 
that SEMCOG is putting on a workshop on green roads on March 3.  
 
Comm. Sizemore asked why the Road Commission meets at 2 p.m.  Rutledge reported that the Commission looks at 
the time of its meetings.  Veigel stated that most township meetings are in the evening and that Road Commissioners 
and staff are often needed at those meetings.  Comm. Sizemore asked if all Road Commission cars and trucks have 
Road Commission signs on them and asked how many go out of county with employees.  Puuri reported that all 
vehicles have signs and that there are three that go outside of the County.  Comm. Sizemore stated that there are no 
sidewalks over the Whittaker Bridge going over I-94 and added that residents have been bothered.  Comm. Sizemore 
asked about the project on Ford Blvd.  Comm. Sizemore stated that the residents on that road are not happy.  Puuri 
reported that businesses and residents have not been engaged on the south end about converting the road.  Comm. 
Sizemore stated that he is concerned about businesses in this area.  
 
Comm. Schwartz thanked members of the Road Commission for attending.  He stated that the County would like to 
put in a new lane along Washtenaw near Hogback.  Comm. Schwartz stated that extra money would be helpful.  



 

 
Comm. Gunn thanked the Road Commission for making the effort to make roads safe.  Puuri reported that 17,000 
tons of salt have been used so far this season.  
 
Comm. Prater asked how much sand has been used.  Puuri reported that it is around 7,000 tons.  
 
Comm. Ouimet asked about the balance sheet as roads are depreciating at a faster pace than the built in 
depreciation.  Puuri reported that he believes this would cause a large gap but added that the map is not capturing 
the magnitude of the need.  Comm. Ouimet stated that he feels that the scrutiny of balance sheets is going to 
increase.  Comm. Smith asked about the amount of depreciation relates to the amount of bonding that can be done.  
Comm. Ouimet reported that the issue would become accelerated depreciation meaning the cost factor will increase.  
 
Comm. Ping stated that she would like e-mail updates on projects per district.  She added that she would like the list 
of MDOT projects.  Comm. Ping asked about Michigan Avenue in Saline and whether expansion of the two lane road 
has been evaluated.  Townsend reported that MDOT did do the environmental assessment.  He stated that the rumor 
is that this is in the MDOT stimulus package.  Comm. Ping asked for Commissioner opinion on expanding the Road 
Commission from three to five members.  She also asked how each Road Commissioner feels about the expansion. 
Rutledge reported that sometimes not doing something becomes more valuable than doing it.  He reported on layoffs 
and freezes in administrative pay.  Doug Fuller stated that he feels that there are two people in the County that can 
lend insight.  He reported that the downside to doing this is economic.  He stated that he would like to see pay of 3 
commissioners divided among five.  Fred Veigel stated that it is up to the Board to make this decision.  He stated that 
this will come to about $40,000.  Comm. Ping stated that she feels that it does not make sense fiscally at this time but 
that further discussion is necessary. 
 
County Administrator’s Report 
None 
 
Items for Current/Future Discussion 
 
Pending 
None 
 
Citizen Participation 
None 
 
Commissioners Follow-up to Citizen Participation 
None 
 
Adjournment 
Comm. Prater seconded by Comm. Schwartz moved to adjourn until Thursday, February 19th, 2009, at 6:30 p.m. in 
the Board Room, Washtenaw County Administration Building.  Motion carried. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:33 p.m. 

  
 ___________________________________ 

  Jessica Ping, Chair 
____________________________________________ 
Lawrence Kestenbaum, Clerk/Register 
By:  Jason Brooks, Deputy Clerk 
 
APPROVED:  2/18/09 


