
WASHTENAW COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 

WORKING SESSION 
 

March 2, 2006 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chair Solowczuk at 6:30 p.m. in the Board Room, Administration Building, 220 
North Main Street, Ann Arbor, Michigan. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Comms. Bergman, Brackenbury, Gunn, Irwin, Kern, Ouimet, Prater, Sizemore,  

Solowczuk. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT: Comm. Peterson, Smith 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: Frank Cambria, Deputy County Administrator; Anthony VanDerworp, Dick Fleece, 

Mike Gebhard, Jeff Krcmaric, Jason Kaplan, Dan Myers, Josh Long, Kristen 
Schweighoefer, Planning and Environment; Ellen Clement, Public Health; Ken 
Schrader, Information Technology; Kerry Sheldon, Administration, Stephen Kirschner, 
Clerk’s Office; various citizens; and members of the press. 

 
Roll Call 
 
Citizen Participation 
None. 
 
Commissioner Follow-Up to Citizen Participation 
None. 
 
Discussion Items 
 
Planning and Environment: Environment Project Agenda 
Dick Fleece presented to the board on the environmental agenda. Report on File with County Clerk.  
 
Comm. Sizemore thanked Dick Fleece for his presentation. He asked about the cost of disposing of computers. Jeff 
Krcmarik responded that it is about five to six dollars a computer.  Comm. Sizemore asked how long the county has 
to maintain community wastewater systems.  Dick Fleece stated that it is privately owned public sewers, and they are 
never turned over to the township.  Comm. Sizemore asked what would happen if one of these systems fail.  Mr. 
Fleece responded that this is his concern and this is why his department wants to develop ordinances to handle an 
event like this.  Comm. Sizemore asked about sewage plant releases.  Mr. Fleece stated that when there is a release 
form a sewage plant his department is alerted. He described the process by which these are monitored.  Comm. 
Sizemore asked if the polluters are fined for releases.  Mr. Fleece responded that he did not know the answer to this. 
Comm. Sizemore asked about the use of a drain in Ypsilanti Township.  Dan Myers responded.  Comm. Sizemore 
asked about phosphate monitoring.  Dick Fleece responded that they are looking into regulation of this.  He stated 
that they want to expand their efforts on this issue.  Comm. Sizemore asked about fertilizers in golf courses. Mr. 
Fleece stated that right now they are not monitoring golf courses but would like to expand their services.  
 
Comm. Irwin stated it is good to see that they are taking on more projects.  He asked about expanding of the 
prohibition zone.  Mike Gebhard stated that they just finished monitoring the test wells.  He said that some of the 
monitored wells were testing positive.  Comm. Irwin stated that this is a great tragedy and he would like to know if the 
DEQ will increase the prohibition zone.  Mr. Gebhard stated that there are areas that appear to need to be added.  
Comm. Irwin asked about the community wastewater systems and if there is any opportunity at the county level to 
create regulatory ordinances governing these.  Dick Fleece responded that they are looking at this and have received 
a legal opinion stating that they probably can create regulations on this.  He added that while regulating it would be 

 



politically difficult, they are discussing what the exact requirements could be.  Comm. Irwin stated that this is 
something that he would support.  Comm. Irwin asked what it means that they are being approached by the body art 
industry about regulation.  Mr. Fleece responded that three artists approached them expressing concern that a few 
body artists operating unsafely are jeopardizing the reputation of the industry.   
 
Comm. Bergman stated it is exciting to see the work that this department is doing.  She asked if they are able to work 
with any gardening society to prevent the spread of exotic vegetation.  Dick Fleece stated that he has not looked into 
this but he is interested in examining this idea.  
 
Comm. Prater asked what are the two most pressing issue that they will be dealing with in the near future. Dick 
Fleece stated that these change on a regular basis.  He stated that coordination on the environmental side to have a 
central location for information dissemination is important.  He said the community drainfield and solid waste plan is 
very important right now as well.  Comm. Prater stated that these are good priorities and that these are things that 
cannot be done soon enough.  He concluded by thanking Mr. Fleece.  
 
Comm. Ouimet asked how many well permits are expected to go through this year.  Dick Fleece stated that he 
expects a 10% decline.  Comm. Ouimet asked what would be a high level of issuances.  Mr. Fleece stated that 1200 
would be a high level.  Comm. Ouimet asked how much staff time is put toward monitoring versus being proactive 
one these issues.  Mr. Fleece responded that the health side is about 90% monitoring and the environment side is 
75-90% permitting or inspection type issues.  He added that these are preventative measures.  Comm. Ouimet stated 
that the recycling days are impressive in the amount of materials they are able to get back.  He added that he is also 
pleased with the response of the residents of the county for these events.  
 
Comm. Kern stated she is pleased to hear about the household hazardous materials pickups they do for senior 
citizens.  She asked how this service is announced to the public.  Jeff Krcmarik stated that they work with senor 
centers across the county and they are always looking for better ways to spread information.  
 
Comm. Gunn stated that they did a great presentation and she is particularly pleased to here about the phosphorus 
regulation.  Comm. Gunn talked about several ordinances the townships are passing regarding this issue.  
 
Comm. Solowczuk stated that he like to see the partnerships they are creating in the community.  He stated that he 
would like to make sure that agriculture is not damaged through actions.  He stated that the impact on all regions of 
the county must be examined when considering regulation. 
 
County Administrator Report 
None. 
 
Items for Current/Future Discussion 
None. 
 
Pending 

• March 16 Building/Space Program Overview; Operational Component 
• April 6 1/8 Mill Allocation 
• April 20 Strategic Component – Space Plan 
• May 4 Updated Needs Assessment for PS&J 
• May 18 Space Plan Goals Establishment 
• Summer – Compile and Publish Draft 20-Year Space Plan 
• Sept. 7 Present Report on Recommendations 
• Nov. 2 Review Potential funding Sources 
• Dec. 3 Adopt Funding Mechanism for Next Phase of Plan 
 

Status of Annual Activities/Goals 
No report. 
 



Citizen Participation 
None. 
 
Commissioners Follow-up to Citizen Participation 
None. 
 
Adjournment 
Comm. Gunn seconded by Comm. Solowczuk moved that the meeting be adjourned until March 16, 2006, at 6:30 
p.m. in the Board Room, Washtenaw County Administration Building.  Motion carried. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m. 

  
 _______________________________ 

  Stephen Solowczuk, Chair 
_________________________________ 
Lawrence Kestenbaum, Clerk/Register 
By:  Stephen Kirschner, Deputy Clerk 
 
APPROVED:  
 


