
COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR
220 NORTH MAIN STREET, P.O. BOX 8645

ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 48107-8645
(734)222-6850

FAX (734)222-6715

TO:  Barbara Levin Bergman, Chair
  Ways and Means Committee

THROUGH: Robert E. Guenzel
  County Administrator

FROM: Tony VanDerworp.
  Director of Planning and Environment

DATE:  March 5, 2008

RE:  Pharmaceutical Take Back Grant

BOARD ACTION REQUESTED:
It is requested that the Board of Commissioners ratifies the signature of the County
Administrator on the grant application to the United States Environmental Protection
Agency for the Pharmaceutical Take Back grant in the amount of $31,083 for the period
of April 22, 2008 to April 22, 2009.

BACKGROUND:
In 2001 the American Association of Poison Control Centers recorded almost 500,000
incidents of poisoning in children under the age of 6 by over the counter and
prescription medications. The United States Environmental Protection Agency points
out pharmaceuticals may interfere with the proper operation of septic systems and lead
to groundwater contamination.  As discovered through surveys, pharmacies
recommend flushing unused medication in the sanitary sewer.  Municipal sewer
systems are not designed to remove these compounds and as a result they are
eventually discharged to surface water.   These compounds were found in 80% of
survey surface water by the United States Geological Service.  There is a need to
properly handle unused pharmaceuticals to protect our environment and ourselves.

DISCUSSION:
Existing information from government agencies conflicts on how citizens should
properly dispose of unused medications.  The Pharmaceutical Take Back Grant is
intended for the development of best management practices to assure the proper
disposal of unused pharmaceuticals to protect the citizens of Washtenaw County and
its environment.  One objective of the Washtenaw County’s Home Toxics Reduction
Program is to educate citizens on proper management of waste to protect themselves
and the environment   The County will provide a disposal option for citizens by
partnering with local pharmacies, the University of Michigan, and St Joseph Hospital. 



Currently nine pharmacies participate in a sharps return program that will expand to
also take back unused medications.

Using the various sources of mediums of information the disposal options and a best
management program will be communicated to the County’s citizens through retail
outlets, home healthcare service agencies, existing county programs, local
municipalities, and the solid waste industry.  Citizens will also be educated about the
issue of accidental poisonings due to unused medications.

IMPACT ON PERSONNEL:
There will be no impact personnel.  .

IMPACT ON BUDGET:
The grant budget is $31,083 with $25,000 in the award and $6,083 in in-kind matching
fund for the period of April 22, 2008 to April 22, 2009.

IMPACT ON INDIRECT COSTS:
There will be no impact on indirect costs.

IMPACT ON OTHER COUNTY DEPARTMENTS OR OUTSIDE AGENCIES:
There will be no impact on other County Departments.

CONFORMITY TO COUNTY POLICIES:
This action is in conformance with County policies. 

ATTACHMENTS/APPENDICES:
Grant contract and appendices

Preparer:   Jeff Krcmarik for
  Tony VanDerworp
  Director of Planning and Environment



A RESOLUTION RATIFYING THE SIGNATURE OF THE COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR
ON THE GRANT CONTRACT WITH THE UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION AGENCY  FOR THE PHARMACEUTICAL TAKE BACK GRANT FOR
THE  DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT FOR THE AMOUNT OF
$31,083 FOR THE PERIOD OF APRIL 22, 2008 UNTIL APRIL 22, 2009.

WASHTENAW COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

MARCH 19, 2008

WHEREAS , Washtenaw County Department of Planning and Environment’s Division of
Public Works Home Toxics Reduction Program is applying for a grant of $31,083 for the
period of April 22, 2008 to April 22, 2009 through the U.S. EPA to reduce the amount of
improperly disposed pharmaceutical medications generated by the citizens of
Washtenaw County. 

WHEREAS, Washtenaw County’s Home Toxics Reduction Program will provide best
management practices so residents of Washtenaw County will be provided information
to clarify how to properly dispose of unused medications.

WHEREAS, unused pharmaceuticals are the leading cause of childhood poisonings
and existing studies reveal that unused pharmaceuticals have shown up in the
environment including: sludge from publicly owned treatment works (POTW) , surface
water, and in groundwater.

WHEREAS, the grant monies will be used to collect unused pharmaceuticals from
partner pharmacies, educate the citizens and health professionals on proper disposal
and the risks of accidental poisoning through unused medications, and provide a
transferable model to benefit communities in need.

WHEREAS, Washtenaw County will partner with state, and federal agencies including
the State of Michigan Board of Pharmacy,  home-healthcare agencies, waste disposal
industry, and local pharmacies to develop best management practices and disposal
opportunity to be incorporated for the citizens of Washtenaw County.

WHEREAS, Corporation Counsel, the Finance Department, Human Resources, the
County Administrator’s Office and the Ways & Means Committee have reviewed this
application.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Washtenaw County Board of
Commissioners hereby authorizes the signature of the  Administrator on the application
with the United States Environmental Protection Agency in the amount of $31,083 for
the period from April 21, 2008 through April 21, 2009 as on file with the County Clerk.



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners takes this action with
the understanding that if the grant is awarded, it will be brought back to the Board for
approval, appropriation of grant funds, amending the budget, authorization of
personnel, and authorization of delegate contracts.



Washtenaw County
Public Works Division

Business Unit: 1724085800
Fiscal Year: April 21, 2008 to April 21, 2009

     Current Amended Variance
Revenue   
50000 Federal Revenue   $0.00      $25,000      $25,000
69000 In-Kind     $0.00     $ 6,083      $ 6,083
Total      $0.00       $31,083      $31,083

Expenditures
80000 Other Serv & Char   $0.00      $25,000      $25,000
93500 In-Kind Charges            $0.00      $ 6,083       $ 6,083
Total      $0.00       $31,083      $31,083 


